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DRAFT REGIONAL SPATIAL STRATEGY FOR THE NORTH WEST EXAMINATION IN PUBLIC, 2006/07

STATEMENT BY THE NORTHWEST REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 

Matter 7: Manchester City Region and South Cheshire 

	Matter 7A: Sub Regional Strategy

	(i)
	Does the strategy communicate a clear, sustainable and appropriate vision for the sub region?

If not how should the strategy be modified? In particular:

· 
do the proposals for employment, housing, transport and the environment mount collectively to a coherent and appropriate vision for the sub-region;

· 
are the proposals for employment land (of various kinds) appropriate and achievable;

· 
are the transport proposals adequate and logical in relation to the strategy as a whole  

· 
is adequate attention paid to issues of climate change and the protection of the environment;
· 
are there any other material deficiencies, which you perceive in the plan as it affects the sub-region;

· 
do you believe the proposals to be deliverable, through the development plan system or in other ways;
·  the extent to which cross-border issues have been considered, especially in relation to High Peak;
·  how will the sub-regional sub-area priorities be monitored.

	1
	The Agency has addressed a number of these issues in its formal consultation response and we should like the Panel to refer to these statements.

	2
	To assist the panel, we summarise our principal concerns as follows:

· Stronger and clearer references to improving the Greater Manchester motorway network, especially the M60 junctions 12 to 18 and the A556

· Stronger references to the role of Manchester Airport as an economic driver

· Clarity, and if possible simplification, of the apparently complex relationships between the relative priority afforded to inner areas and to HMRIs for housing, in both Policy MCR1 and MCR4

· Resolution of the apparent tension between economic policy and housing policy in the southern part of the city region, and clarification to the strategic approach to regeneration, housing and economic development in the northern part of the city region.
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Cont
	· The appropriate level for housing provision in the northern part of the city region, given its role in supporting regeneration and economic development

	
	

	(ii)
	Is there an inconsistency in the strategy as it affects the Manchester City Region in that most of the economic opportunities are said to be in the southern part whereas most of the housing is not? If so does this raise issues of sustainability?

	1
	As referred to in our response to Matter 7A (i) the Agency is concerned about the apparent tension between economic policy and housing policy in the southern part of the city region. We have addressed this issue further in our formal consultation response
. 

	2
	As detailed in our response to matter 1A (i) between 1995 and 2003 South Greater Manchester (including Manchester City Centre) experienced percentage change in GVA at rates equivalent to, and sometimes stronger than, those seen in the outer South East.  There can be no question that in regional and national terms it is an area of significant economic opportunity and strength.

	3
	In order to ensure that the housing provision figures are better aligned with RSS economic policy and do not lead to unnecessary long distance commuting the Agency has also suggested that the housing provision figures, set out in table 9.1 of draft RSS for Southern Manchester/NE Cheshire should be increased
.

	
	

	(iii)
	Are there any issues affecting the South Cheshire sub-region which might require the plan to be modified.

	1
	The Agency has, in its formal consultation response, suggested some amendments to the overall spatial policy for South Cheshire (policy CH1)
.  We are not aware of any issues affecting the South Cheshire sub region beyond these which might require the plan to be further modified. 


� The North West Plan: Revisions to the Regional Spatial Strategy for the North West of England, January 2006 – Consultation Response from the Northwest Regional Development Agency June 2006 (pages 29-30)


� Op Cit, page 8


� Op Cit, page 40
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