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(i) Does the strategy communicate a clear, sustainable and appropriate vision for the sub-region? If not, how should it be modified? In particular:
· do the proposals for employment, housing, transport and environment amount collectively to a coherent and appropriate vision for the sub-region

· are the proposals for employment land appropriate and achievable

· are the transport proposals adequate and logical in relation to the strategy as a whole

· is adequate attention paid to the issues of climate change and the protection of the environment?

· are there any material deficiencies which you perceive in the plan as it affects the sub-region

· do you believe the proposals to be deliverable, through the development plan or in other ways

· the extent to which cross-border issues have been considered, especially in relation to High Peak

· how will the sub-region sub area priorities be monitored  

7.1 
The sub-regional strategy fails to provide a coherent and integrated vision for the region because it really only considers economic matters and fails to integrate economic and social needs with those of the environment. The vision refers to the area being distinguished for its quality of life, but there is no reflection on what this means in terms of conserving and enhancing the natural and built assets that people value and that make the area attractive to investors.

7.2
Whilst 12.5 promotes the provision of green infra-structure, this does not go far enough to conserve and enhance the wider environment in a holistic way, planning for the step-change in landscape, biodiversity and the historic environment that is promoted in EM1. As the Sustainability Assessment highlights, each sub-region is different in terms of its character and performance, for example, regarding pollution, greenhouse gas emissions, biodiversity, buildings at risk. The draft RSS is a lost opportunity to raise the game for each sub-region in the areas where they are currently under-performing.

7.3
This strategy fails to analysis or address the predicted impacts of climate change on the city-region and therefore may not be sustainable or meet future needs. The strategy should be climate-proofed to take this into account and promote adaptation to change. It should also show how the city-region can contribute to the national targets for reducing greenhouse gas emissions through schemes such as renewable energy, energy and transport demand reduction and sustainable land management.

7.4
The emphasis in the vision is on ‘city’ first and ‘sub-region’ later. It displays a very urban view of development and more thought here needs to be given to the issues that the countryside surrounding the city faces, including a clearer strategy for encouraging residents to live in the expanding housing stock in the regional centre rather than the hinterlands and increasing pressure on housing particularly in the south of the region.
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