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Examination in Public of Matter 5D:

Regional Transport Strategy
Matter 5D: Airports
(i) Does Policy RT3 provide a sustainable strategic context for the development of and surface access to the region’s airports, and is it consistent with other policies in the draft RSS and national policy context including the Air Transport White Paper?

5D.1 
The National Trust considers RT3, particularly the last paragraph, to be unsustainable and unhelpful with regard to two critical concerns:

1. Climate change – with air traffic an important contributor to rising levels of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere, there is a need to reassess the wisdom of allowing airports to expand. The implication of RT3, however, is that as ‘key economic drivers’ for the region, airports should be supported in their economic activities. 

Whilst this is in line with the recommendations of the Aviation White Paper (2003), it has far-reaching implications for the future of the region in terms of its ability to fulfil DP1 to ‘implement policies to reduce emissions of greenhouse gases from all sources, including … transport’ and to meet the Kyoto Protocol targets that the UK government has signed up to. Understanding of the impact of aviation growth upon climate change and the urgency of the need to reduce emissions has increased rapidly in the last three years such that there are now serious questions about the sustainability of the White Paper’s proposals.  Whilst it is feasible for airport expansion to take place and emissions targets to be met, there would have to be a drastic reduction of emissions from others sources and the RSS does not indicate this to be the case, For example, it does not plan for massive cuts in energy use, private transport, strict regulations for buildings or a major step-change in supply of renewable energy. Therefore, the emphasis in the Regional Transport Strategy should be on promoting sustainable alternatives to air travel, for example, prioritising better high-speed train links. 

RT3 is inconsistent with EM1 which seeks to ‘deliver a step-change increase in the region’s biodiversity resources’ and encourage the ‘protection, conservation and improvement of the ecological fabric’ of the region. Aside from the immediate ecological effects of the airports in terms of noise, pollution and loss of habitat there is the long term damage that climate change will incur. The National Trust is particularly concerned over expansion proposals at Liverpool John Lennon Airport and Manchester Airport that directly affect the tranquillity, heritage and environmental qualities of our properties at Speke Hall and Quarry Bank Mill.

2. Economic sustainability – National Trust research indicates that not only are projections of future demand for air travel open to challenge, the economic benefits to regions from airports are questionable too. An increasing tourism balance of payments deficit reflects the fact that the number of foreign tourists to the UK has been falling steadily since 1998, while trips by UK residents have been increasing. This has created a tourism balance of trade deficit of £15 billion, and this is projected to increase to £18.5 billion by 2020. The National Trust believes that the emphasis in RSS/RTS should be on promoting domestic tourism by making sustainable travel within the UK easier.







� The National Trust (2003) Blue Skies: Air Travel Demand and Tourism
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