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DRAFT REGIONAL SPATIAL STRATEGY FOR THE NORTH WEST

EXAMINATION IN PUBLIC

FURTHER SUBMISSION:

MATTER 5D: AIRPORTS

CARLISLE CITY COUNCIL 

RESPONDANT NUMBER (394)

Questions:

(i) Does Policy RT3 provide a sustainable strategic context for the development of and surface access to the regions airports and is it consistent with other policies in the draft RSS and national policy context including the Air Transport White Paper 2003?

Answers:

The Air Transport White Paper recognised that Carlisle Airport has the potential to become a fully functional sub-regional airport offering passenger flights.  

“8.25 Cumbria is more remote from access to air services than any other part of the UK with a comparable population. Services from Carlisle Airport would assist economic growth in the areas within its potential catchment, and in particular could improve access for high spending inbound tourists to the Lake District and the South West of Scotland. We therefore encourage the airport operator to bring forward proposals for the development of the airport, to be considered through the normal regional and local planning processes. “

The Future of Air Transport White Paper (Core doc TRA1)

The scale of operation and potential growth has been an issue for a number of years in the endeavour to provide a service that will cater for business and residents throughout the borders.

“8.24 Although Carlisle is not currently a significant commercial airport, it has had commercial services in the past, and plans have been put forward to invest in the airport with a view to providing new commercial flights serving Cumbria and the southern parts of Dumfries and Galloway and the Scottish Borders. There are no major local physical or environmental constraints, and there is support from a range of stakeholders for these proposals, with little opposition.”

The Future of Air Transport White Paper (Core doc TRA1)

Earlier this year a new owner commenced plans to develop the airport for freight transport.  This is consistent with the Air Transport White Paper, PPG13, RPG13, Structure Plan and Local Plan policies.  The Strategic nature of the site is significant for business opportunities, tourism and residents of northern England and Southern Scotland. It could however, during RSS period, provide an alternative for people from Cumbria and the Borders reducing their need to travel up to 100 miles further for air transport. It could also provide a much needed boost for the Cumbrian economy in bringing tourist and business visitors direct to Cumbria.

Strategically the north west is well served by air transport apart from Cumbria.  An airport in the north of the region reinforcing links with Scotland and increasing the potential for inward investment is a significant strategic location.

Policy RT3 is consistent with the Air Transport White Paper with regards to Carlisle Airport
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