

Respondent No: 424



Wirral MBC



MATTER 5D


MATTER 5. REGIONAL TRANSPORT STRATEGY

Matter 5D: Airports

(i)
Does policy RT3 provide a sustainable strategic context for the development and surface access to the region’s airports, and is it consistent with other policies in the draft RSS and national policy context including the Air Transport White Paper (2003)?

Wirral Borough Council supports the expansion of Liverpool John Lennon Airport for the economic benefits that it will bring to Merseyside and the wider Liverpool City Region.  However, in its response to the Airport Company’s draft Masterplan, the Council re-iterated its concerns at the environmental impact of increased flights, particularly at night.  The Council also wishes to see the improvement of surface access to the airport to the benefit of Wirral residents.

As drafted, Policy RT3 does not refer to the role of cargo services at Liverpool John Lennon Airport, which are forecast to grow significantly in accordance with the Air Transport White Paper.  Wirral Borough Council supports the integration of services from Liverpool John Lennon Airport with services within the Port of Liverpool.

Wirral Borough Council also supports the development of the Mersey Gateway at Runcorn/Widnes, which offers improvements to surface access to Liverpool John Lennon Airport, to the benefit of the wider Liverpool City Region.
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