Highways Agency

NW RSS EIP Matter 5D : Airports


Panel Question 5D : Airports

(i) Does Policy RT3 provide a sustainable strategic context for the development of and surface access to the region’s airports, and is it consistent with other policies in the draft RSS and national policy context including the Air Transport White Paper ?

1.1
Airports are not typical generators of road and rail based trips. The land side movement of passengers and staff in and out of an airport can be complex with significant variation throughout the day, week, month and year. Airport catchment areas can be very large and sensitive to the type of flight : long haul, short haul and “no-frill” flights can have significantly different catchment areas. Parking for staff and passengers (long / short stay and remote) also raise their own management issues.

1.2
The Air Transport White Paper “The Future of Air Transport” (December 2003) envisages significant growth at the region’s airports upto 2030, particularly at Manchester Airport. The White Paper acknowledges that surface access is likely to be a major issue. Even with a significant proportion of trips to the region’s airport being made by public transport, it is likely that the majority will still be made by car and a significant proportion of those trips will be on the strategic road network.

1.3
It is not clear to what extent an understanding of the surface access issues arising from the forecast growth in air passengers, staff numbers and air freight has been considered as part of the draft RSS and the development of regional transport priorities. The environmental impact associated with the use of the surface transport network also needs to be understood.

1.4
Policy RT3 needs to make clear that surface access impacts have to be understood; as does the way those demands might be addressed and managed. Given the level of expansion forecast in the Air White Paper for the region’s airports, there maybe a need for very significant demand management measures, especially at Manchester. We consider that Policy RT3 needs to explicitly support measures to manage surface access demand arising from air passengers, staff and air freight. We would ask the panel to consider the need to develop an airport parking policy (either as part of RT3; or RT6 and incorporated into Table 10.1). There is also a need to make clearer how outputs from the Airport Masterplans are to be incorporated into the RSS and progress on their implementation monitored.
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