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REGIONAL SPATIAL STRATEGY – EXAMINATION IN PUBLIC

STATEMENT BY BLACKPOOL COUNCIL (RESP397) 

MATTER 5D:
Airports

Does Policy RT3 provide a sustainable strategic context for the development of and surface access to the regions airports and is it consistent with other policies in the draft RSS and national policy context including the Air Transport White Paper (2003?)

5.31.1 Subject to certain suggested minor amendment,  Blackpool Council fully supports Policy RT3 and is of the view that it provides an appropriate strategic context for airport development within the region, and is consistent with other policies in the RSS and the RES and with the national policy context.

5.32 In respect of the inclusion of Blackpool Airport and its planned expansion it is also important to note that growth of this particular Airport is also an integral and important component of the Central Lancashire City Region Development Programme and Lancashire Economic Strategy being developed through the Lancashire Economic Partnership as part of the Northern Way Growth Strategy.

5.33 The growth of the region’s airports will continue to bring economic benefits and contribute to the narrowing of the North-South gap in GVA output. Under new ownership Blackpool Airport has seen passenger numbers increase from around 100,000 in 2003 to a projected 750,000 in 2006 and its recently published Masterplan anticipates further growth approaching 3 million passengers by 2020.

5.34 The final version of Policy RT3 needs to be updated to reflect this, and to acknowledge that, like Manchester and Liverpool John Lennon (albeit on a different scale) the Airport has an important role as an economic driver for regeneration and development within the Fylde Coast, the wider City Region and beyond.   The implementation of the Blackpool Masterplan underpinned by casino based resort regeneration forms a Key Action within the Regional Economic Strategy as does the growth of Blackpool Airport.  Whilst the growth of the Airport is a fundamental and widely acknowledged component in successful delivery of the Blackpool Master Plan it is important that its wider role should not be overlooked.

5.35 The Central Lancashire City Region Development Programme notes that :-

“the development and expansion of Blackpool Airport as the City Region Airport for Central Lancashire, together with associated investments in public transport routes to the airport , is critical to facilitating the growth of visitors into Central Lancashire and beyond into Cumbria and ensuring the international connectivity that will underpin our future economic performance”.
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5.36
The extent to which Blackpool Airport can ’capture’ air travel demand from the north of the region will be central to its positive contribution to RTS objectives, reducing the need for passengers to travel from Central Lancashire and north along the most congested routes towards Liverpool and Manchester airports.

5.37
This will rely on integrating the airport fully with the City Region’s connectivity strategy and transport policies (see submission on Matter 9) and identifying key surface access measures jointly with the operator and the sub-regional transport authorities. This process is under way and would be strengthened by a specific mention of sustainable access strategy measures in Policy RT3.

5.38
Key links to Blackpool Airport could be made by relatively small tram and rail infrastructure improvements, physical adaptations to accommodate access from bus and strategic cycling networks. All of these would have the knock-on benefit of also serving expanded employment opportunities in the adjacent areas and such would be likely to receive commercial operators’ support.

5.39
The Draft Lancashire Economic Strategy also notes the economic importance of Blackpool Airport which is identified as a key contributor towards employment and GVA growth to the benefit of the whole of Lancashire.

5.40 Research recently commissioned from York Aviation LLP (YAL) looking at the wider economic impact of the projected growth of the Airport confirms this.  The contribution of the Airport to employment and income is already significant but the study concludes that its proposed growth of the Airport to over 2.7m passengers by 2015 would itself support around 2,000 FTE jobs and generate income of around £70-80m.  This is in addition to its wider economic benefits in helping to grow visitor demand.

5.41 The conclusions of this Economic Impact Study are mirrored in the emerging conclusions another study commissioned by Lancashire Economic Partnership  -“Towards a Sustainable Employment Land Strategy” for Lancashire West (Genecon).  The popularity of Blackpool Business Park adjacent to the Airport has been significantly boosted by the development of passenger routes.  The Employment Land Study acknowledges the demand for employment land generated by this location.  It identifies the wider Business Area as a Prestige Site within Lancashire West and that Employment Land Allocations around the Airport will be critical in capitalising on this asset and expanding local employment opportunities.

5.42 The regenerative benefits of Airport expansion have broad support through the Lancashire Economic Partnership that brings together private sector partners as well as local authority representatives.  The principle of Airport expansion is also supported by Fylde Council, within whose local authority area the Airport lies (although access is from within Blackpools local authority area).

5.43 Clearly the economic importance of Airports, reflected in the growth planned by the Air Transport White Paper, has to be considered within the context of the local and global environmental impact of growth in air travel.  To a large extent such considerations are reflected in other provisions of the Draft RSS.  However in its earlier submissions the Council suggested that in order to 
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more accurately reflect DP1 and EM16 it would be desirable to add text to say that local authorities will work with the air transport sector to seek to achieve reductions in levels of air and noise pollution and minimise impacts on climate change.
5.44 In responding to Blackpool Airport’s recently published Masterplan both  Blackpool and Fylde Councils have emphasised the importance of development proposals being pursued in as sustainable a manner as is possible, supported by robust technical assessments including a well conceived Surface Access Strategy, and wide public consultation.

5.45 Central Government has clearly taken the view that the benefit of growth in Airports and Air Travel outweigh the costs.  Provided that the expansion of Blackpool Airport is pursued in an environmentally responsible manner, Blackpool Council believes that there is a particularly compelling case for such expansion and that this fully warrants appropriate reference in Draft RSS Policy RT3.  The Council will continue to work closely with the Airport, Fylde Council, Lancashire County Council and other key stakeholders as those expansion proposals evolve. 
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