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Matter 5D:  Airports

(i)
Does Policy RT3 provide a sustainable strategic context for the development of and surface access to the region’s airports, and is it consistent with other policies in the draft RSS and national policy context including the Air Transport White Paper (2003)?
 
1.
Cheshire County Council’s comments on draft RSS policy RT3 are set out in the original submission.   Principle concerns relate to the need to take more account of environmental constraints and the need to address surface access issues.

2.
The County Council is of the opinion that the proposed changes to policy RT3 (circulated by the NWRA to RTAG members), go a considerable way to acknowledging the potential significant impacts that the growth forecasted within the White Paper could result in, and its potential impact on the surrounding infrastructure.  The policy as now proposed acknowledges these constraints and limits, and as such is to be welcomed.  However, the County Council questions whether airport masterplans are the most appropriate place for the airports to make commitments to the setting and achieving of environmental targets and reducing dependency on private car.  Airport masterplans are not binding documents, nor do they form part of the development plan.  Legal agreements between airport companies and local authorities which support development proposals may be one way in which targets could be set and enforced. 
 
3.
The recently proposed text changes could be more prescriptive in terms of the content of airport masterplans with respect to infrastructure requirements that need to be put in place before certain passenger usage figures are exceeded.  This would provide all parties with a framework, priorities and targets for infrastructure improvements that they could seek to achieve over the life of the Masterplan.  On balance, the policy also acknowledges the positive strategic economic impact that the airports can generate and provides guidance for their future physical expansion. 
 
4.
With respect to consistency with other policies in the draft RSS and national policy context, the County Council maintains its concerns to the reference in Policy RDF5 to localised changes to Green Belts near Manchester and Liverpool Airport at paragraph 7.21.  The County Council considers that the release of land within the Green Belt, if it is necessary at all, should reflect guidelines outlined in Policy T11 of the Cheshire 2016 Structure Plan.  Policy T11 is referred to within the County Council’s response to Matter 2C ii) on Green Belt reviews.  Essentially, policy T11 only allows development within the Green Belt for reasons of “technical efficiency or amenity”.  The County Council considers that the text supporting Policy RDF5 should be amended to clarify this matter.  
 
 



