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5D:  Airports


5D(i)

5.47
Policy RT3 reflects the National Policy context of the Air Transport White Paper (2003).  This sets out expected growth of the Regions Airports up until 2030, emphasising the economic value of aviation. Draft RSS has to reflect this.

5.48
Lancashire County Council supports the planned growth of the Region’s airports due to the economic benefits that this will bring.  Manchester Airport will continue to be the primary international gateway to the Region and has a key role for the whole of the Northwest and beyond.  The growing importance of Liverpool John Lennon Airport is also acknowledged.

5.49
Blackpool Airport is currently experiencing growth at levels unprecedented in the Air Transport White Paper primarily due to the active efforts of new owners.  For many years up to 2003 passenger levels were in the range of 80–100,000 pa plus an extensive general aviation role. Passenger numbers are expected to reach 750,000 in 2006 with figures of between 3 and 4 million expected by 2021.  The Airport is fundamental to the implementation of the Casino proposal (Policy W8) and to the economic growth of Central Lancashire City Region.  This should be explicitly recognised in Policy RT3 and reflect parallel references to the economic driver roles of Manchester Airport and Liverpool John Lennon Airport.

5.50
The guidance in Policy RT3 on the requirement to produce Airport Master Plans is of value.  Added value would be given to the policy if a more explicit link were introduced with LDF documents.  Airport Master Plans are not statutory documents and given the sometimes controversial nature of proposals it is considered best if land use matters contained in them could undergo full public scrutiny.

5.51
The three bullets within the policy providing guidance concerning expansion beyond existing boundaries for aviation needs are welcomed.  It would be helpful if further advice could be provided, possibly in a technical appendix on what is considered to be “aviation related needs”.  This particularly relates to the role of “enabling development” such as business parks and hotels which may only have indirect links with the airport but be proposed on the basis of airport related need.

5.52
The economic importance of Airports and the growth imperative of Air Transport White Paper cannot mask the fact that this approach creates inherent tensions with the commitment at national and regional level to address climate change.  The Government’s Sustainable Development Strategy “Securing the Future” (2005) recognises this as a key challenge, with CO² emissions being a significant contributor to climate change.  Air transport is the fastest growing source of emissions with mechanisms such as carbon trading agreements and more efficient aircraft seen as the most effective way of addressing this.
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5.53
The draft RSS Sustainability Appraisal recognises that Airport expansion promulgated in Policy RT3 and sub-regional policies (MCR1, LCR1 and CLCR1) is in conflict with environmental objectives.  These policies hold a clear tension with other draft RSS policies, notably DP1 and EM16.  The ability of planning and transport authorities at regional and local level to influence airports and airlines to reduce emissions from aircraft has to be considered as limited.

5.54
Surface Access Strategies were introduced as part of the Air Transport White Paper.  The overall approach is welcomed.  It would be helpful if these were explicitly referred to in Policy RT3 and the relationship with Airport Master Plans made clearer.  The link to LTP’s should also be drawn out – although preparation of Surface Access Strategies is the responsibility of the Airport it is Transport Authorities who are penalised through LTP allocations if they are not produced.

5.55
As with Airport Master Plans Policy RT3 would be enhanced if there was greater clarity on how Surface Access Strategies, along with “other relevant plans and strategies” relate to the statutory planning process.

5.56
Surface Access Strategies and Airport Master present an opportunity to make surface access more sustainable.  Manchester Airport has been particularly successful in doing this.  However, emphasis tends to be on local issues, such as how staff travel to work, deficiencies on the local road and public transport networks, parking, etc.  These are all legitimate.  However, as each Airport prepares these documents on a discrete basis there is not currently a very clear picture of how their surface access demands impact on the region as a whole.  For example, congestion on the M62/M60 and at the Manchester “Rail Hub” is partly caused by traffic generated by both Liverpool and Manchester Airports.  Similarly there are cross-border issues regarding sustainable access to Airports.  There is, for example, no direct rail links from the Regional Towns of Blackburn and Burnley to either Manchester or Liverpool Airport.  Thus sustainable access to airports is broader than purely consideration through surface access strategies and should be reflected in the RTS as a whole.
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