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1
Does Policy RT3 provide a sustainable strategic context for the development of and surface access to the region’s airports, and is it consistent with other policies in the draft RSS and national policy context including the Air Transport White Paper?
1.1
Liverpool John Lennon Airport needs to be recognised as a key economic driver for the North West of England, not just the Liverpool City Region (Local Transport Plan for Merseyside 2006-2011
 and the Northwest Regional Economic Strategy 2006-2009
). This policy is adequate as far as it goes, but it needs to stress the importance of airports to the region both as means of access and also as generators of economic activity. This would bring RSS more into line with the Northern Way and the CRDP
. There also needs to be reference to the Northern Airports Access Plan being developed as part of the Northern Way.

1.2
The increase in air freight is likely to be an important sector of future growth for Liverpool John Lennon Airport and the policy should be redrafted to reflect this. 

1.3
The 3rd paragraph of the policy should make clear that this is in effect a sequential approach to airport development, with the first bullet point (intensification and rationalisation of all activities and facilities within existing boundaries etc) being the starting point, with subsequent options only being considered when the former have been addressed.

1.4
Paragraph 10.11 states that Liverpool John Lennon Airport’s passenger throughout is ‘approaching 4 million’ - this should be corrected to the current figure of 4.5 mppa (Merseyside Local Transport Plan).

1.5
The policy highlights the importance of good surface access by road and rail to the regions airports, with Liverpool South Parkway being an excellent example. With the importance on access by sustainable modes being stated through the setting of challenging targets for modal split and shift for sustainable modes.

1.6
Increased air and surface travel and transport associated with the regions airports will result in increased greenhouse gas emissions, contributions to climate change and energy demand. This is not consistent with one of the RSS objectives and Policy EM16 which aims to minimise energy consumption and demand and promote maximum efficiency and minimise waste in all aspects of local planning, development and energy consumption. Appropriate minimisation and mitigation measures should be introduced to reduce and manage aviations contribution to greenhouse gas emissions, climate change and meet its external costs.

1.7
Policy RT3 is consistent and directly informed by the national policy context for air transport, with the Air Transport White Paper
) being directly referenced.
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