RESP 498/Matter 5D
DRAFT REGIONAL SPATIAL STRATEGY FOR THE NORTH WEST EXAMINATION IN PUBLIC, 2006/07

STATEMENT BY THE NORTHWEST REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 

Matter 5: Regional Transport Strategy

	Matter 5D: Airports 

	(i)
	Does Policy RT3 provide a sustainable strategic context for the development of and surface access to the region’s airports, and is it consistent with other policies in the draft RSS and the Air Transport White Paper (2003)?

	1
	The Agency believes that Policy RT3 is consistent with the Air Transport White Paper 2003 (Core Document TRA1) and with the Regional Economic Strategy (RES, Core Document ECO14), and generally provides an effective framework for the growth of the region's airports. We would however refer to the comments we made on this Policy in our Formal Consultation Response, especially regarding surface access, and to our suggested rewording.  We have also suggested amendments to some sub regional policies in our formal consultation response, to improve consistency with policy RT3 – especially in the Manchester and Liverpool City Regions.

	2
	The Agency believes that RSS should carry forward the national policy context set out in the Air Transport White Paper.  As we noted in our response to Matter 1C(i), Planning Policy Statement 11 (Core Document PP11) says that RSS should also be consistent with national Public Service Agreement, including PSA2.  This would help to secure alignment with the RES. 
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