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Dear Helen,

I am writing to you in my capacity as Project Officer for the South Pennines Integrated Transport Strategy (SPITS) regarding the development of the Regional Spatial Strategy for North West England. I understand I can write to you in less than 2000 words to add to existing comments before a deadline of 2 October 2006 to be included before Examination in Public.

On 9 June I wrote making comments on the NWRSS. On 25 September, the Peak Park Transport Forum, the governing body of SPITS, formally endorsed those comments. They also requested that I reiterate issues relating to the matter of the development of rail and other sustainable transport schemes meeting the documents own objectives. This falls within Matter 5C, Transport Investments and Priorities.

Of concern was the issue that the origin or destination of a significant volume of traffic on roads of the North West Region is Derbyshire. The Forum considers it to be in the North West Region’s interest to put in place measures encouraging this traffic to transfer to public transport modes at locations further beyond the regional boundary than currently occurs. 

Of particular concern is the A6 Manchester-Buxton corridor. Here the Manchester to Buxton railway line is supported by GMPTE as far as New Mills Newtown. Beyond this there is a significant differential in fares. Consequently, the price of travel from stations between New Mills Newtown and Buxton is significantly higher. Travellers from Derbyshire to the North West are thus inclined to drive, not to their nearest station, but to a station further up the line, or worse still, to transfer their whole journey to the car. As a result, they are adding to congestion in this corridor including within the North West Region.

In consideration of the congestion reduction and economic benefits within the North West Region, encouraging fare structures to reduce the cost of travel at the Buxton end of the line is considered to be within the North West Region’s interest.  

If as part of your review of the North West Regional Spatial Strategy you can consider the views of the Peak Park Transport Forum, a number of who are representatives of North West authorities, I am sure this would be to the benefit of the region’s spatial strategy. 

Yours Sincerely

Chris  Bell

SPITS Project Officer
SPITS is run by the Peak Park Transport Forum.  The forum consists of representatives of 9 highway authorities, 5 district/borough councils, the Peak District National Park Authority, 2 railway companies, Network Rail, 3 PTEs, Countryside Agency, English Nature and Transpennine Ltd. (and 4 regional government offices, the Strategic Rail Authority and the Highways Agency as observers).


