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Matter: 5C(i)


Matter 5C: Transport Investment and Management Priorities

(i) How do transport investment priorities, as set out in Table 10.2a-e address RSS and RES objectives?  Do they take account of the likely resources available to deliver them?

Comments on Interim Draft RSS

It is essential that the priorities reflect the established programme of works identified in SEMMMS (the South East Manchester Multi-Modal Study) and progressing the Alderley Edge By Pass, which provides a significant part of the regional road links from Manchester south to the M6, via the A34 corridor, and to Manchester Airport from the south.

Comments on Submission Draft RSS

The inclusion of the A34 Alderley Edge and Nether Alderley Bypass and the SEMMMS Relief Roads in Table 10.2 are strongly supported.

The Council supports on-line improvements to the A556T (M6 to M56).  Whilst the A556T (M6 to M56) Improvements is listed in Table 10.2b this would appear to be an off-line solution, given the estimated cost of £107million.  The reference in Table 10.2b to the A556T should be amended so that it makes it clear that the improvements should be only on-line.

Whilst the Council supports capacity improvements on the M6 this is from Junctions 11a to 20 and not only to Junction 19.  This provides a direct link into the M56 without the costly off-line improvements to the A556.

Suggested Changes

Amend Table 10.2b to make it clear that the improvements to the A556T (M6 to M56) should be on-line.

Amend Table 10.2e to read “M6 Junctions 11a to 20: Capacity Improvements.

Background Evidence to Support Macclesfield’s Case

Macclesfield Borough Council strongly supports the inclusion of the A34 Alderley Edge and Nether Alderley Bypass in Table 10.2b.  Considerable work has been undertaken over the last five years to progress the A34 Alderley Edge and Nether Alderley Bypass.  On completion it will provide a 5km bypass to the west of Alderley Edge to reduce congestion, improve access to the Astra Zeneca site at Alderley Park and enhance the local environment particularly Alderley Edge Village Centre.  Scheme development, planning applications and a successful Public Inquiry have all been completed.  In July 2006, the DfT confirmed that the scheme is included in a list of projects that are expected to be funded within the next 3 years. 

Macclesfield Borough Council strongly supports the inclusion of the SEMMMS Relief Roads in Table 10.2b.  The SEMMMS scheme will reduce levels of traffic in local communities including Stockport, Wythenshawe, Heald Green, Hazel Grove, Poynton and Bramhall, which will bring benefits for everyone in these areas.  Benefits will include:

· Existing roads will be able to be improved to help create safer, friendlier neighbourhoods;

· Walking and cycling routes are being considered as part of the new road scheme as well as on those existing roads where traffic congestion will have been relieved; 

· Access to local shops and work places will be made easier and safer for those without cars, while those who choose to use, or need to use, their car will benefit as congestion will be reduced;

· The space created on existing roads will allow for the development of public transport services as an attractive alternative to using the car;

· Local air quality will be improved as there will be less pollution from traffic;

· Car drivers who presently travel along the existing roads in and around Greater Manchester should have easier journeys;

· Local centres and the services and facilities they provide for residents will be made more accessible for everyone, including those with mobility difficulties;

· Communities and shopping centres will be relieved of the impact of heavy goods vehicles which will transfer to the new road; and

· Freight traffic will benefit, both from the reduced congestion on existing roads and the provision of new, less congested routes, helping to promote existing and new business in the area.      

The Council supports on-line improvements to the A556T (M6 to M56).  Whilst the A556T (M6 to M56) Improvements is listed in Table 10.2b this would appear to be an off-line solution, given the estimated cost of £107million.  If Junction 20 of the M56 is improved to allow access onto the M56 eastbound there will be no need to provide off-line improvements to the A556(M).  The reference in Table 10.2b to the A556T should be amended so that it makes it clear that the improvements should be only on-line.  

Whilst the Council supports capacity improvements on the M6 (Table 10.2e) these should be from Junctions 11a to 20 and not only to Junction 19.  Improvements to Junction 20 will provide a direct link into the M56 and this will mean that there is no need to construct the costly off-line improvements to the A556.
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