North West RSS Examination in Public

Written Statement on behalf of Friends of the Earth North West

Matters 5A, 5B: Transport – Overall, Demand Management
Matter 5a
(i) Does the Regional Transport Strategy provide an appropriate long-term framework for highways and public transport in the region, reflecting other policies and the RES?
As the key objective or reducing the need to travel has been omitted from draft RSS, it must first be stated that the appropriate context is lacking.  Given the reinstatement of this objective, the need for RSS policies to deliver sustainable development would indicate that too great an emphasis is placed on highway expansion in the RTS – in view of the well-rehearsed SACTRA and other findings that new and widened roads attract more car journeys and so increase environmental, social and economic costs – and far from least, the threat from climate change.  Public transport commitments should only be given to those projects and plans that offer real prospects of replacing more polluting journeys (primarily by road and air) and so reducing the region’s carbon emissions and other negative impacts.
The proposals laid out in RSS need to be demonstrated as meeting those criteria – or amended so to do - before being allowed to become policy.

(ii) How will the draft RSS’s proposed patterns of development impact on the strategic highway and public transport networks?
The emphasis on large-sized City Regions potentially detracts from previous commitments in RPG to concentrate development, settlement and general activity in and very close to existing centres of population.  This new approach could lead, for example, to longer-distance commuting.  Only a clear re-statement of the former aims, supported by policies in all sections of RSS (and other regional, local and national strategies) will limit the need to travel and distance travelled by residents and workers on a regular basis.
Matter 5b
(i) Does the draft RSS provide clear and sufficient guidance on what is meant by demand management and when and where such measures might be used?
No – fundamentally, because the key over-arching objective of transport strategy has been omitted and needs inserting: namely, to reduce the need to travel.*  This objective needs to be cross-cutting: applied to housing, locations for employment, etc; nonetheless, it should be clearly stated at the start of the RTS.  It also needs to be stated in the context of the overall prioritisation of tackling climate change, for which we have argued at Matter 1A.  Transport is now the largest, fastest-growing contributor of climate changing emissions.
[* For practical purposes, this may be interpreted as ‘reduce the need to travel by powered means’; as walking and arguably cycling are carbon-neutral and beneficial in health terms.  The ideal to be striven for is a pattern of community living in which people are not dependent on transport to meet their day-to-day needs.]
We support the elaboration of this demand management imperative, and complementary approaches, presented by the NW TAR.

For other points on this Matter, please refer to Friends of the Earth NW’s Response Form to Submitted Draft RSS for the North West (June 2006).

