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Matter 5B:  Demand Management

i)  
Does the draft RSS provide clear and sufficient guidance on what is meant by demand management and when and where such measure might be used?

1.
As set out in the County Council’s statement on Matter 5A, the Council considers that the RTS should focus on making best use of existing networks, complemented by demand management techniques and appropriate capacity improvements where necessary.  However, the objective of managing demand for travel is currently poorly articulated in the draft RSS. 

2.
The inclusion of a regional approach to demand management in the form of a new policy would be welcomed.  This should provide sufficient flexibility to allow the identification and implementation of appropriate measures to suit local circumstances.  It should take account of the potential impact of demand management measures (such as parking policy) on local competitiveness.

3.
The suggested additional policy on demand management, circulated by NWRA to RTAG members, is broadly supported and it is considered that its addition would improve RSS.  However, the policy could usefully be expanded to cover major travel generators such as airports and regional investment sites, as well as Air Quality Management Areas.  It should also address the need to complement measures to reduce car use, such as encouraging town centre parking charging, with improvements to facilities for walking, cycling and public transport.  



