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MATTER 5B – DEMAND MANAGEMENT
1
Does the draft RSS provide clear and sufficient guidance on what is meant by demand management and when and where such measures might be used?
1.1
There is guidance on what is meant by demand management (Paragraph 10.9). There is, however, not a comprehensive range of demand management measures identified, with the comprehensive range of smarter choices needing to be included; workplace and school travel plans, personalised travel planning, travel awareness campaigns, car sharing, car clubs, teleworking, teleconferencing, home shopping. RSS should promote the importance of Smarter Choices through the planning system.

1.2
Guidance on road-user charging and its role within in demand management needs to be clearly articulated within the RTS. This is not the case within the current RTS and for long-term transport planning to occur in the region, this needs to be addressed comprehensively.

1.3
Example pre-conditions for the introduction of demand management measures are identified (Paragraph 10.9). Again, more comprehensive guidance could be provided, including; traffic growth, bus patronage and economic impact of congestion on GVA and Productivity (Local Transport Plan for Merseyside 2006-2011
)).

1.4
There is little guidance on where such demand management measures should / could be used. There should be flexibility in this identification and there should be support and recognition that those closest to the local conditions should determine when and where such measures are used (Local Transport Plan for Merseyside 2006-2011). However, greater discussion and guidance is sought on the potential spatial locations for demand management measures, particularly in relation to road-user charging, and the impact on sub-regional and local economies if road-user charging is not introduced across the North West region. The potential economic effects of road user charging within the ‘Mersey Belt’ area needs to be considered within the RTS (Local Transport Plan for Merseyside 2006-2011).

1.5
There is no clear direction in the RTS on Demand Management, in particular, road user charging. There needs to be a regional view to support LTP authorities in formulating their approach to Demand Management and road user charging in particular.
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