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STATEMENT BY THE NORTHWEST REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 

Matter 5: Regional Transport Strategy

	Matter 5B: Demand Management 

	(i)
	Does the draft RSS provide clear and sufficient guidance on what is meant by demand management and when and where such measures might be used?

	1
	Problems of congestion and traffic growth (particularly in the motorway system) are best tackled through demand management measures rather than simply by restricting economic development through unreasonably constraining planning policies.  Whilst most of the policies in the RTS include elements of making best use of existing transport networks and assets, the RSS could be strengthened in terms of its guidance on demand management.  

	2
	The issue of demand management, particularly road pricing, is emerging as a key element in national policy for tackling growing levels of congestion.  Conclusions of a number of multi-modal studies
 in the region and the M62 Route Action Plan have demonstrated that the region’s strategic networks would not be able to cope with the increasing demand in the longer term unless area-wide charging was introduced.  The concept of charging for road space is also being considered on a sub-regional level - Greater Manchester and Greater Merseyside, for example, are starting to examine the potential of road charging through the Transport Innovation Fund.   It would be helpful if RSS set a regional context for any potential demand management proposals within the region.  RSS could, for example, identify where traffic related problems are, or are likely to become, problems in the future.  
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	3
	According to the RES Baseline research
, particular pressure points in the region are likely to include:

· M6 through Cheshire and into the West Midlands (junctions 19 to 11);

· M60/M62 in northern Greater Manchester;

· M62 between Warrington and Manchster, and from West Yorkshire into Manchester;

· Surface access to key airports and ports; and

· The capacity of the Manchester heavy rail hub.

These are reflected in RES Actions 63, 67, 72 and 73.


� Midlands – Manchester Multi-Modal Study (MIDMAN) and M60 Junctions 18-12 Transport Study (JETTS) 


� North West Economic Baseline: Final Full Report, Regeneris Consulting, July 2005 (Core Document ECO15, page 123)
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