Copeland Borough Council



   RESPONDENT NO. 383

MATTER 5A: OVERALL TRANSPORT STRATEGY

The Council supports the statement on this matter submitted by Cumbria County Council (715) with the addition of the following:

Question (i)
1.
West Cumbria’s isolation and poor standard of communications have hindered its prospects for economic growth for too long.  Other similar areas in the country, particularly in Scotland, Wales and south west England have seen significant levels of transport investment over the last 40 years as part of concerted efforts to stimulate regeneration.  To deliver the level of transformational change required to deal with West Cumbria’s difficulties over the coming years there needs to be major investment in transport infrastructure – both connecting the sub-region to national networks and within the sub-region itself.  The RTS provides neither the strategic framework for this nor any specific schemes in the lists of transport priorities.  Draft RSS recognises this issue in the Sub-regional Framework section (para 15.7): “This will require investment in increased employment opportunities and the related transport infrastructure” but it is not translated into schemes via RTS or Policy RT8.
2.
RT8 should include major improvement schemes to e.g. A66 west of the M6, to the A595 and to the Cumbrian Coastal Railway.  The West Cumbria Spatial masterplan includes an assessment of the sub-region’s transport requirements and RTS should therefore leave a dedicated space in Table 10.2 for West Cumbria schemes.  It should be noted that both DCLG and DfT are partners in the West Cumbria Strategic Forum which has commissioned the Masterplan.
