Respondent Number 585

Matter 5A: Overall Transport Strategy 


SUBMITTED DRAFT REGIONAL SPATIAL STRATEGY FOR THE NORTH WEST OF ENGLAND

EXAMINATION IN PUBLIC

STATEMENT BY THE ENVIRONMENT AGENCY
(i) Does the Regional Transport Strategy provide an appropriate long-term framework for highways and public transport in the region, reflecting other RSS policies and the RES?

The Environment Agency has previously raised concerns about the lack of RTS objectives or the provision of a policy on reducing the need to travel and promoting a hierarchical approach to the travel.  

We now accept that it is the role of RSS to reduce the need to travel and that it is the role of the RTS to contribute towards reducing the need to travel by car, and that reducing car dependency is one of the objectives of the RTS.

The changes proposed by the Assembly to policy RT2 more clearly sets out a framework which more clearly sets out to reduce the need to travel by car, particularly the role of demand management.  Our comments on how the RSS more generally address the key challenge of reducing the need to travel in the first instance still stand (see our representations on Matter 1E (iv)).  

Solution we call for:

· We ask that the Panel recommend the revisions proposed to policy RT2 by NWRA which much more clearly set out the aim of reducing the need to travel by car and give more detail on demand management.

