Manchester Airport Written Statement                  648/Matter 5A

Matter 5: Regional Transport Strategy


Panel Question 5A: Overall Transport Strategy

(i) Does the Regional Transport Strategy provide an appropriate long-term framework for highways and public transport in the region, reflecting the RSS Policies and the RES?
(ii) How will the draft RSS’s proposed patterns of development impact on the strategic highway and public transport networks?
1. In short; we do not believe there is sufficient clarity, focus or linkage between the spatial strategy, RES, other regional strategies (e.g. Northern Way) and RTS. In preparing RTS/RSS there has not been a clear iteration between regional growth and transport aspirations and opportunities. We believe RTS has been driven more by a ‘bottom up’ set of aspirations, whereas RSS has been more a ‘top down’ strategic approach. DfT guidance is that 
the RTS “should be developed as an integral and clearly identifiable part of RSS and contribute to the integration of realistic and affordable transport, spatial and economic planning policies within the RSS.” Whilst paragraph 4.2 of RSS set out what we assume to be the RTS objectives there is no evidence to show how these link to those of RSS as a whole. There is a need to identify the needs of RSS and focus on those transport interventions required to deliver these.

2. The North West is heavily dependent on two key transport corridors – north-south via the M6 and the West Coast Main Line and east-west via the M62 and the Trans-Pennine rail links. The region must not have its economic growth frustrated by growing congestion affecting all modes. We believe that a step-change in both investment in and quality of the region’s transport product is required. This must:

· Ensure that transport contributes positively to growth and is not a constraint on regeneration;

· Ensure that users have the choice of a sustainable mode; and,

· Ensure that efforts are made to reduce unnecessary travel.

3. We believe that Regional Transport Strategy should focus on a broad consensus of the region’s transport priorities which can be summarized as:

· North-south movement;

· East-west movement;

· International hubs.

These key corridors / hubs then provide the key transport skeleton on which the spatial strategy can be hung. This would provide a clear focus for investment and prioritisation on a strategic, regional scale. It can then set out a policy framework for the delivery of some of the ‘lower level’ interventions required to support the over-arching priorities. Previously, the region came to such a consensus, which has now apparently been ‘superseded’. A large range of regional stakeholders including; transport authorities, users and operators and the North West Development Agency and Regional Assembly agreed those priorities. They were presented as the Region’s response to the Government’s 10-year transport plan, ‘The North West’s Strategic Transport Priorities’. They addressed the main problems that had the potential to hinder economic regeneration and growth. We need to rediscover and deliver those priorities. We acknowledge that the make-up of the list of groups has changed somewhat with changes in ownership and the demise of certain groups. We have submitted copies of this document and request that it is treated as a core document. A summary of the priorities and organisations that signed up to them is appended as Annex 1.

4. A major feature of this list of priorities is that it reflected and influenced a substantial amount of private sector investment by infrastructure providers and operators. In turn, the Region could use this investment both to help deliver its regional growth objectives and to ‘lever’ in additional public sector investment. Action against these priorities would tie in much more closely with the overall objectives of the RSS and RES. They could be used to inform the decisions of others and ensure that interventions would have the greatest effect in the way that transport contributes positively to growth rather than being a constraint, ensuring that users have a choice of sustainable mode and ensuring that efforts are made to reduce unnecessary travel. These priorities apply equally to passengers and freight.

ANNEX 1.

Details from ‘The North West’s Strategic Transport Priorities.’

The ten priorities that were identified, in no order of priority, were:

· Manchester Rail Hub System;

· M6 Motorway;

· West Coast Main Line;

· Trans- Pennine rail network;

· Trans-Pennine road improvements;

· Manchester Metrolink and Merseyrail system;

· Manchester Airport;

· Liverpool John Lennon Airport;

· Port of Liverpool access;

· Port of Heysham access.

The organisations signed up to these priorities are:

· Association of Train Operating Companies – on behalf of all the train operating companies serving the North West;

· CBI North West;

· Confederation of passenger transport, North west Bus Commission on behalf of all members in the North West;

· Freight Transport Association;

· GMPTE;

· Liverpool John Lennon Airport;

· Manchester Airport;

· Mersey Docks and Harbour Company;

· Merseytravel;

· NWRA on behalf of local government and associated economic and social partners;

· NWDA;

· Rail Passenger Committee;

· Railtrack.

� Guide to Producing Regional Transport Strategies. DfT 2006.
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