Blackburn with Darwen Borough Council (361)

Matters 5A & 5B


REGIONAL SPATIAL STRATEGY – EXAMINATION IN PUBLIC
BLACKBURN WITH DARWEN BOROUGH COUNCIL STATEMENT
MATTER 5A: OVERALL TRANSPORT STRATEGY
5A (i)
Does the Regional Transport Strategy provide an appropriate long-term framework for highways and public transport in the region, reflecting other RSS priorities and the RES?

5.1 BwDBC supports the overall objectives of the Regional Transport Strategy in terms of providing a long term framework for highways and public transport in the region. Support is particularly given in terms of improvements in connectivity and accessibility, the policy of providing a step change in the quality and provision of public transport, and to manage and selectively improve the region’s highway network.
5.2 Future demands for travel are recognised as access to jobs, education, and key social services is critical to the borough’s regeneration and the region’s prosperity. However, BwDBC are in agreement that this should not be facilitated purely on a predict and provide approach, but with a wide range of proposals including managing demands for travel with selected infrastructure improvements to deliver a sustainable solution. BwDBC is in agreement that as no significant increase in transport network capacity is anticipated, then the core focus of the RTS must be on significant improvements to public transport and managing and improving the region’s highway network.

5.3 In terms of supporting RSS and RES priorities, in particularly sustainable development, BwDBC are positive about making better use of land, buildings and infrastructure, reducing the need to travel. This cannot be achieved by RTS policies alone; other elements of RSS including Policy DP1 will need to deliver limits on unsustainable trip generation with transport developments, influence the location of economic developments, and join up land use and transportation policies.
5A (ii)
How will the draft RSS’s proposed patterns of development impact on the strategic highway and public transport networks?

5.4 BwDBC are encouraged that the status of the City Regions are reflected within the document, and that most of the proposed areas for development are situated within the central City Regions (within policy RDF1 – Main Development Locations). In terms of the impact on the strategic highways and public transport networks, targeted investment in transport should follow, particularly in linking the regional centres with other towns and cities. This could have been reflected to a greater degree within the prioritisation process and the scoring methodology and criteria particularly in terms of transport interventions that seek to provide better connectivity to employment sites, that don’t come out particularly well in the intervention ranking process. 
MATTER 5B: DEMAND MANAGEMENT 
5B (i)
Does the draft RSS provide clear and sufficient guidance on what is meant by demand management and when and where such measures might be used?
5.5 BwDBC’s comments relating to demand management have been addressed in the revised RTS policy RT2, with the RSS now demonstrating greater emphases on helping local authorities reduce the need to travel by car. This will have the greatest impact on the region’s future development, competitiveness and the ability to travel quickly and easily. The key aspect of putting the right kind of development in sustainable locations is now featured more strongly, as does the correct framework for putting solutions in to solve public transport problems. 
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