RESPONDANT NUMBER (715)

Matter 5A: Overall Transport Strategy

CUMBRIA COUNTY COUNCIL (SDL/CUCC/14)


Questions:

(i) Does the RTS provide an appropriate long term framework for highways and public transport in the region, reflecting other RSS policies and the RES

(ii) How will the draft RSS proposed patterns of development impact on the strategic highway and public transport networks

Answers:

(i). 
Cumbria County Council is concerned that Cumbria does not have a high quality network of transport links across the County. Therefore the statement in the RTS (Paragraph 10.1) about high quality networks is misleading in terms of the adequacy of the current infrastructure in Cumbria. Cumbria County Council endorses the RTS approach giving priority in rural areas to access to Key Service Centres and the reference to demand responsive transport. (SDL/CUCC/52 Cumbria LTP refers esp. policy T3 and PT6) 

However, the County Council considers that in terms of accessibility to West Cumbria, improvements should support the transformational economic and social projects in the West Cumbria Masterplan. (SDL/CUCC/52 Cumbria LTP refers Chapter 2 Spatial Strategy)

Cumbria County Council generally supports the RTS approach to Management and Maintenance of the Highway Network. However, the County Council emphasises that the needs of the rural economy should be taken into account alongside protecting the local the environment. (last paragraph of Policy RT2)

In Policy RT2, the significant biodiversity value of roadsides is omitted from the final paragraph.  This could be dealt with by replacing the word ‘conservation’ with ‘biodiversity’ in the last sentence of the policy. Roadside verges are a key wildlife habitat with a recognized contribution to the UK Lowland Grassland Action Plan. They also offer very easy access to biodiversity, and are aesthetically important, providing a significant attraction to tourists in some parts of the North West.

Cumbria County Council supports the reference to reducing road casualties. (SDL/CUCC/52 Cumbria LTP refers Chapter 3)

Cumbria County Council draws attention to the limited opportunities for achieving substantial modal shift in peak travel because of the dispersed population and large distances involved which lead to high dependence of local communities on car travel.

Cumbria County Council generally supports the revisions to the draft RSS, which make better reference to the main ports in Cumbria: Barrow-in-Furness, Silloth, and Workington These are important economic drivers as well as transport facilities. They provide opportunities for modal shift of freight traffic as well as access by sea. (The Council’s response to the Ports Policy Review refers).  The County Council objects to Policy RT4, as it is considered that the role of Barrow and Workington ports and their potential for modal transfer of freight should be included in the policy. (SDL/CUCC/52 Cumbria LTP refers esp. policy RT5)

Cumbria County Council objects to Policy RT5 – A Regional Framework for the Management of Freight Transport – as there is concern about the reference that Heavy Goods Vehicles should not be restricted from any routes in the strategic highway network. The County Council takes the view that there are instances when it is appropriate for such intervention to support the environment and local amenities of Key Service Centres. 

Cumbria County Council objects to Table 10.1 as it is concerned that that the Regional Parking Standards as set out in the table, and referred to in Policy RT6 – Parking Policy and Provision, appear to indicate a more restrictive standard for Regional Towns and Cities such as Carlisle and Barrow-in-Furness, which are significantly lower than the standards set in the adopted Cumbria and Lake District JSP Policy T32. This point relates back to our view that Cumbria does not have a high quality network of transport links (or adequate car parking provision) to support the envisaged economic growth. As a result of the extremely rural character of the County and dispersed nature of the communities in Cumbria, car travel is likely to remain very important. 

Cumbria County Council supports the increased emphasis on walking and cycling in new developments and improvements, as set out in the 2nd and 3rd paragraphs to the Policy and the supporting text in paragraphs 10.26 - 10.27. ( Policy RT7)

(ii).
The RSS includes reference to Barrow as Regional Town and a focus for development. Transport links to Furness and onwards to West Cumbria are a constraint to this desired economic growth. There is a need to recognize in the RTS the need for strategic transport improvements to support and promote economic development in West Cumbria and Furness. This applies to the highway network and the rail network.  (SDL/CUCC/52 Cumbria LTP refers esp Ch.2 Spatial Strategy) 
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