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MATTER 5A - OVERALL TRANSPORT STRATEGY
1
Does the Regional Transport Strategy provide an appropriate long-term framework for highways and public transport in the region, reflecting other RSS policies and the RES?

1.1
The Functional Road Hierarchy (Diagram RT2.1) and the emphasis on making best use of existing infrastructure through a more structured approach to network management, together with targeted investment in major road improvements aimed at improving journey time reliability, improving road safety and relieving communities badly affected by heavy flows of through traffic, provides an appropriate long-term framework for highways and responds to the need of other RSS policies and the RES.

1.2
The Regional Public Transport Framework provides a long-term framework for the development of a high quality, integrated public transport network for the region. The focus on improving links within and between the city regions and regional towns and cities is correct and supported by Merseyside Partners. A network of effective transport interchanges with associated improved information provision, marketing and integrated ticketing is also fully supported.

1.3
It is of concern that there is a lack of reference to the development and enhancement of light rapid transit systems for the North West’s major cities (e.g. Liverpool, Manchester, Blackpool). A broad statement referring to and supporting light rapid transit systems should be included in this policy RT1.

1.4
There is a need for a broad statement supportive of the investigation by Government of a high-speed rail network in the UK (North West Regional Economic Strategy
). The NWRA should work with Government and other stakeholders to make best use of opportunities presented by the future development of such a rail network in the UK for intercity services to and from the North West’s major cities and for the local and regional rail network.

2
How will the draft RSS’s proposed patterns of development impact on the strategic highway network and public transport networks?

2.1
The aim of the RSS to concentrate most new development in the region within the regional centres and regional towns and cities identified in the Settlement Hierarchy (Table 7.1) will lead to travel and network demand being focused on those parts of the network best able to cope with that demand. The regional public transport and highway networks set out in Appendices RT1.1 and RT2.1 of the draft Plan have been designed in part to provide the necessary connectivity between the identified settlements, in particular, transport links between the regional centres of Manchester / Salford and Liverpool and between the regional centres and the regional towns and cities.
2.2
The transport investment priorities set out in Tables 10.2a-d of draft Policy RT8 will over the Plan period deliver a change in direction away from highway schemes in favour of rail and public transport schemes, most of which are focused on the public transport networks within and between the three city regions.

2.3
It is important that the broad locations for regionally significant economic development (Table 8.1) are fully accessible by sustainable modes. Or that appropriate sustainable links, services and facilities are developed to ensure that these developments do not create new demands on already congested parts of the highway and public transport networks. The highway demands of strategic sites located next to and dependent on the regions trunk road network should be fully assessed with the aims of: reducing the need to travel; enabling and encouraging the use of sustainable modes; ensuring that public transport provides a credible alternative to use of the private car; and the need to reduce transports contribution to greenhouse gas emissions and climate change being fully considered and achieved in the development of that site.
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