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STATEMENT BY THE NORTHWEST REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 

Matter 5: Regional Transport Strategy

	Matter 5A: Overall Transport Strategy 

	(i)
	Does the Regional Transport Strategy provide an appropriate long-term framework for highways and public transport in the region, reflecting other RSS policies and the RES?

	1
	RTS should provide a more positive long-term framework for transport.  There appears to be an apparent lack of support in the document for new road building/road enhancement schemes and new public transport infrastructure to support major economic growth.  If we are to successfully restrict car use yet still encourage economic growth in the region, for example, expansion of the public transport network is essential.  

	2
	New funding streams such as Regional Funding Allocation (RFA) and Transport Innovation Fund are likely to allow greater opportunities for physical expansion of rail, light rail and bus networks (as well as the highway network) to cater for, and attract, demand.  £1.245bn has been provisionally allocated for transport investment in the region up to 2015/16 through the RFA programme.  

	3
	We advise that the policy needs to make a more positive reference to light rail – for example, it would be useful if it acknowledged and supported the proposals for the further development of Manchester Metrolink.  The RTS could also outline the importance of strategic long-distance rail services to the region, including a potential high speed rail route.  

	4
	If the region is to achieve sustainable economic growth and meet the vision and objectives of RSS, (‘an excellent transport network provides first rate links within the North West and with other UK regions…’, ‘Manchester and Liverpool firmly established as world class cities thanks to their international connections..’), the RTS should be seeking to strengthen the transport network and offer a positive and measurable framework for investment.        
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	(ii)
	How will the draft RSS’s proposed patterns of development impact on the strategic highway and public transport networks?

	1
	Transport is a derived demand – a means to an end - and the system must be managed effectively.  The transport networks should be managed to accommodate necessary development rather than constraining development purely to facilitate operation of the highway system.  It is important that the North West is able to compete on a level playing field by offering a range of broad locations for economic development to encourage investment. 

	2
	Inevitably, new development will lead to a derived demand for transport.  London’s transport networks, both road and rail, are congested, yet it is not policy to call for a halt to strategic development proposals in the city.  Congestion charging in London, for example, is a way of ensuring that those using congested road space around the capital make a financial contribution. It encourages the use of other modes of transport and helps to ensure that journey times by road are quicker and more reliable.  The way ahead in London is to manage and improve the systems to service economic development and the same basic principles should apply in the North West.  

	3
	Over the longer term, sustainable land use patterns can have an impact on reducing the need to travel by car and lowering levels of congestion.  RSS contains a number of policies that may help to limit the impact of new development on the highway and public transport networks.  Policy DP1, for example, seeks to locate new developments which assist people to meet their needs locally and in areas which are genuinely accessible by public transport.  In Policy RDF1, RSS also seeks to concentrate most new development in the region within the urban areas of the regional centres and regional towns and cities identified in Table 7.1.  
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