Lake District National Park Authority 

Respondent Number 573

Matter 1E: Sustainability

	Question:

	(i)
	Are the Sustainability Appraisal and the Strategic Environmental Assessment robust?


The Appraisal has used a well established and tested methodology.  The appraisal is therefore considered to be robust.

(Word count for (i): 18)

	Question:

	(ii)
	Does the draft RSS achieve the right balance between economic growth, social inclusion, including equality and diversity issues and environmental protection/enhancement?


The Sustainability Appraisal found the draft RSS to be strongest on the economy but weaker in certain areas concerning the environment and social development and cohesion.  We have requested amendments elsewhere in our submissions that address this imbalance.
The Lake District National Park Authority endorses the comments made by Cumbria County Council (Respondent Number 715) on this matter.

(Word count for (ii: 58)

	Question:

	(iii)
	Do the proposals in the draft RSS sufficiently provide for tackling climate change and mitigating for its impact?


Draft RSS provides enough detail at the strategic level for this to be taken forward through other plans and strategies at the local level.  Making linkages to other strategies such as the Regional Energy Strategy, North West Climate Change Strategy and Action for Sustainability within the text would assist with the further interpretation needed at the local level.

(Word count for (iii: 58)

	Question:

	(iv)
	Does the draft RSS provide a framework that can meet the aim of reducing the need to travel?


Although Policy DP1 seeks to reduce the need to travel and assist people to meet their needs locally this is not necessarily carried through by the detailed transport policies.  However, Policy RDF3 for Rural Areas does go some way to enabling innovative solutions to this issue which can be taken forward through the LDF process.  More flexibility in relation to Key Service Centres policy would assist this.  Further comments on Key Service Centre policy are provided in the response to Matter 2C.
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