North West RSS Examination in Public

Written Statement on behalf of Friends of the Earth North West

Matters 1C, 1D: Assumptions, Overall Approach

Matter 1c

(i)
Are the economic assumptions (including growth and activity rates) in draft RSS appropriate and achievable?
It needs to be made clear that GVA is no longer an acceptable measure of activity, given the accepted principle in the UK Sustainable Development Strategy that economic, environmental and social benefits must be pursued jointly.  GVA makes no allowance for social or environmental capital.

(iv) Are the national and regional constraints on development clearly articulated?  Are the development proposals consistent with Green Belt, flood risk policies and other constraints such as transport, water supply and sewerage infrastructure?
It is far from clear that the 26 identified ‘Broad locations for Regionally Significant Economic Development’ (Table 8.1) can meet these criteria.  See 3A (iii).
Matter 1d
(i)
Does the draft RSS align with the Regional Economic Strategy, the Regional Housing Strategy and Regional Funding Allocation Advice?

It is not the duty of RSS to “align with” any other Strategy that is failing to meet the principles, standards and targets required to combat climate change. In the current swift-moving policy scenario, the onus is on the owners or those strategies to review them in line with Government policy on climate change – including national and internationally agreed emissions reduction targets, the UK Sustainable Development Strategy, any new legislation that may be announced in the Queen’s Speech (Nov. 2006), and the proposed PPS on Climate change – for which a discussion document has been prepared by TCPA and Friends of the Earth [submitted and referred to in our submission at Matter 1E (iii)].
(ii) Does the draft RSS properly reflect the Northern Way and other relevant strategies?
The status of the Northern Way Growth Strategy is questionable; it has certainly never been subject to public examination and cannot be held to be a statutory policy vehicle.  It is our contention that this EiP should test its propositions.  For further analysis, please see submitted document
FOE 4: The Northern Way Growth Strategy: a brief comment from Friends of the Earth.
There is a need ensure consistency across regions by seeking to ‘dovetail’ NW RSS with other regional strategies, including those affecting adjacent regions of Wales and Scotland, as well as RSS for the surrounding English regions.

In particular, it would be valuable to match the principles and proposals of the Climate Change Study Report which is an incorporated document of the Yorkshire and Humber RSS [Core document OREG7].
(iii) Are the separate objectives of the Regional Transport Strategy appropriate and how do they link to the overall draft RSS objectives, spatial principles and the spatial framework?
‘Reducing the need to travel’ needs to be firmly identified as a core principle, at the head of a transport policy hierarchy that is consistent with sustainable development.
