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Matter 1. Vision, Objectives and Overall Approach

Matter 1E: Sustainability

(i) Are the Sustainability Appraisal and the Strategic Environmental Assessment robust?

The TCPA has no comment to make on the Sustainability Appraisal at this stage.
(ii) Does the draft RSS achieve the right balance between economic growth, social inclusion, including equality and diversity issues and environmental protection/enhancement?

· The UK economy has gradually begun decoupling CO2 emissions from growth: so called carbon intensity has improved by 55% since the early 1970s. However, much of this improvement has come about from changes in the industrial, service and energy supply sectors. Both transport and buildings continue to see rises in emissions (despite some recent improvements in the performance of buildings).

· The overall balance contained within the draft RSS between social inclusion and the needs of the environment is difficult to balance and quantify.
· The TCPA believes that a decent home is a fundamental right and as a social justice charity believe that this can be accommodated in sustainable, walkable and well planned communities. 
· Over all the TCPA is concerned that there is a focus within the draft RSS on economic productivity and on achieving improvements in key sectors of the economy. Whilst this is necessary and important, greater emphasis needs to be placed on the social aspect of communities and on the linkages between place and purpose of place.
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(iii) Do the proposals in the draft RSS sufficiently provide for tackling climate change and mitigating for its impact?

· The submission draft has begun to embed the principles of sustainable development, delivery of which the government now sees as the core purpose of the planning system. However, the extent to which it is embedded is limited. This is for two main reasons, the first relates to central government, the latter to the RSS:

Firstly, central government has sought to address climate change through a number of policy initiatives. In planning, tackling climate change is identified as a priority in Planning Policy Statement (PPS) 1 with further reference in PPS 7, PPS 9 and the forthcoming PPS 25. In all of these documents, climate change is dealt with in the same way as other policy objectives. This position is unsatisfactory for three reasons:
· There is no single comprehensive statement on climate change which communicates the vital significance of this issue to decision makers.

· There is a failure to recognise that climate change is a ‘special’ consideration for the planning system, which may often need to take a pre-eminent place in regional and local policy and in development control decisions.

· There has been an over emphasis in planning policy on adaptation and mitigation rather than avoidance and reduction. Spatial policy must ensure that while proper measures are taken to deal with adaptation the first priority must be the avoidance of climate change by making carbon neutral decisions.

· The favoured approach to address this situation would be to use a stand-alone statement backed by a ministerial statement and a high profile and cross sector launch. The document should deal with matters of principle and not 
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detail, thereby creating a routemap for action. This would create certainty for business and practitioners, and above all 
communicate the need for a step change in the way the planning system delivers on the Government’s climate change agenda. There is already an informal census about the need to ‘do something’ and this document might have the very useful effect of forging a powerful coalition on the need for urgent action on climate change. Time is, however, limited because the window to influence RSS and LDFs is likely to close in six months time.  

· Secondly, and specifically related to the RSS process in the North West, the main failure is that of adequately addressing climate change: both prevention (as a first priority) and adaptation.
(iv) Does the draft RSS provide a framework that can meet the aim of reducing the need to travel?

· The framework outlined in the draft RSS identifies the need to travel less but also promotes public transport.
· It will be crucial for integrated public transport investment to be delivered in tandem with housing developments and with the delivery of jobs.

· The development of housing in tandem with social and community facilities such as schools, libraries and green space along with employment opportunities linked together with fast and efficient transit systems is the only way to create sustainable communities.

· The TCPA strongly supports the Manchester Metrolink system in acting as a catalyst to inward investment, reducing carbon emissions and reducing the need to travel by the private car.

· The network of effective public transport interchanges is to be welcomed as a goal of policy RT1 and this has been 
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successful in the Manchester conurbation and indeed on Merseyside. Locations such as Eccles have an excellent bus station but are rather poorly served by rail systems, and likewise at some locations on Wirral which are disjointed between rail and bus termini. 
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