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Matter 1. Vision, Objectives and Overall Approach

Matter 1D: Overall Approach

(i) Does the draft RSS align with the Regional Economic Strategy, the Regional Housing Strategy and Regional Funding Allocation advice?

· The vision adopted in the Regional Economic Strategy broadly aligns with the draft RSS however, one particular area of concern lies around the linkages between the North West economy and those of neighbouring regions and countries. The draft RSS in policy W1 rightly notes the importance of North East Wales and yet this is not reflected in the RES. 
· Sub regional performance outlined in the RES identifies a more cautionary approach to economic development than policy W1 indicates. The aspirations and goals for the two must be consistent in order to achieve deliverability and measurable outcomes in terms of economic stability and sustainability.

· Caution around economically looking at the Central Lancashire city region as one place and recognising that there are differing markets operating across this city region which will affect the amount of inward investment that they can attract.
· The increasing importance of ICT and the benefits that it provides need to be reflected to a greater extent within part 8 of the draft RSS. The RES seeks to encourage homeworking and mobile working which the TCPA would support. The implications of this are wide and far reaching in spatial planning terms and this is something that the draft RSS does not seek to resolve or explore.
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(ii) Does the draft RSS properly reflect the Northern Way and other relevant strategies?

· The TCPA welcomed the Northern Way strategy produced by HM Government in the identification of housing market pathfinder areas and the need to identify strategies and plans to improve and drive forward renewal. The Northern Way growth strategy clearly identifies the north of England as a polycentric area and envisages that the city regions are connected by excellent infrastructure which deliver people and goods in a sustainable and efficient manner. Therefore arguably one of the most important threads of this RSS is the need for infrastructure investment and maintenance. 

· The TCPA welcome the core cities initiative and the recognition that each city has a significant knowledge base and business orientated industry which is vital to realise sustainable growth and good quality jobs. 

· The TCPA through its Commission on the Future of England under the chairmanship of the former Regional Affairs Editor of the Guardian, Peter Hetherington, has looked at the interregional disparities in the country and the need for a national plan. The TCPA believes that without a national spatial plan, the draft RSS lacks an overall direction and linkage with the Northern Way. The Northern Way does envisage strong infrastructure between core cities and yet this is not matched when looking at this draft RSS. Much more spatial policy expression needs to be given to the linkages of the core northern cities so that greater economic efficiency inter and intra regionally can occur.
(iii) Are the separate objectives of the Regional Transport Strategy appropriate and how do they link to the overall draft RSS objectives, spatial principles and the spatial framework?

· In order to provide sustainable communities which are accessed by a variety of transport modes, greater emphasis 
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must be placed on infrastructure delivery with commitment from central government towards funding projects.
· Welcome objective of developing links inter regionally, this is particularly necessary across the north in order to realise the Northern Way strategy and to develop intra regional linkages as well. This objective is however, not fully reflected in the main body of the draft RSS and an overall criticism of the draft RSS is that it is too inward looking.

· Policy RT1 is very useful in addressing the needs of the more peripheral parts of the region and in identifying 
community and demand responsive public transport which the TCPA strongly support. Such measures can be valuable in linking and providing opportunities to isolated communities and enable access to jobs and other services which many isolated rural communities lack.

· Greater attention should be paid to the Trans European Networks that bisect the region (M62/Transpennine Routes and M6/WCML). The emphasis placed on links to outside the region is not fully articulated throughout the draft RSS.
· Quality of local rail system, both light and heavy rail is of key concern in order for the region to be sustainable and valuable over the plan period

· The TCPA calls for greater investment in light rail systems across the conurbations of Liverpool and Manchester to ease congestion, reduce carbon emissions and provide channels of economic opportunity to areas that are less than buoyant in economic terms. 
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