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Matter 1C

Matter 1. Vision, Objectives and Overall Approach

Matter 1C: Assumptions Underpinning the Draft RSS

(i) Are the economic assumptions (including growth and activity rates) in draft RSS appropriate and achievable?

· The assumptions underpinning economic growth and activity rates are based on research carried out specifically to inform the Regional Economic Strategy. Generally, the economic performance of the North West is below average compared with the rest of England, and the TCPA welcomes the RSS’s acknowledgement of this. The RSS has set itself the target of closing the gap with those parts of the country having the highest economic performance. Depending on the extent to which RSS hopes to close this gap, this may seems ambitious. Broadly, however, the TCPA welcomes this statement of ambition.

· The TCPA is concerned that demographic changes may hinder the economic aspirations for the region. More attention needs to be given to how these demographic changes, in particular an ageing population, will be offset.

(ii) Are the assumptions about population change in draft RSS appropriate?

· Policy MCR1 seeks to attract and retain new population. In light of the evidence cited by RSS that the region’s population as a whole is ageing, Policy MCR1 will need to be implemented with considerable determination if the aspirations discussed above are to be achieved.

· The draft plan must take more account of the needs of the elderly which are becoming an increasingly large section of society, not just in the North West, but across the country.

· Work undertaken by TCPA in association with the International Longevity Centre shows that RSSs are not 
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taking enough account for the needs of the elderly when planning for housing provision. 

(iii) Are the economic, population and other assumptions consistent between the regional and sub regional policies in the draft RSS?
· In general, the regional and sub-regional policies appear to be internally consistent.

(iv) Are the national and regional constraints on development clearly articulated? Are the development proposals consistent with Green Belt, flood risk policies and other constraints such as transport, water supply and sewerage infrastructure? 
· The development proposals appear to be broadly consistent with the Green Belt policy RDF5. However, the TCPA advocates a balanced portfolio approach to development which does not regard the Green Belt as sacrosanct. If town cramming is to be avoided, it may be that development within the Green Belt would need serious consideration.

· In terms of flood risk, the TCPA welcomes the general tone and content of policy EM5. However, the TCPA is concerned that policy DP1, which advocates a sequential approach new development which favours development on urban brownfield sites, may exacerbate problems of water run-off as permeable areas of the urban fabric are sealed. A balanced approach to development is necessary if such risks are to be significantly reduced.

· Policy EM5 also covers water supply and sewerage infrastructure, and again, the TCPA welcomes this integrated approach to water management. However, as water becomes an increasingly precious resource, innovative and forward thinking ways of water transportation and provision will need to be looked at to ensure that here is enough water to meet development.
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