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Matter 1B

Matter 1. Vision, Objectives and Overall Approach

Matter 1B: Spatial Principles

(i) Does the draft RSS set out the right underlying principles for spatial planning in the region?

In general, yes. The draft RSS appears to be based around the spatial concepts of the city-region and polycentricity. In the case of the Central Lancashire city-region, these two principles are combined. These two spatial principles are then scaled up to the ‘meta-regional’ level of the Northern Way. The TCPA welcomes this approach, but cautions that its success or failure lies in particular in:

the strength of intent with which the policies are carried through;

recognising that the city regions are neither discrete spatial elements nor homogeneous areas (see also our response to matter 1D(i)).

(ii) Are the different elements of DP1 clearly stated, and how will they be monitored?

· The different elements are clearly stated but the linkages between them appear disjointed. 

· It is doubtful that those elements referring to the decision-making process in particular could be monitored in a meaningful way. This gives the impression that while transparency in the decision-making process is an ideal of RSS, there is no commitment to ensuring that it happens.

· Sustainable construction must be defined in strict terms as this can be open to interpretation and the TCPA would draw attention to the forthcoming Code for Sustainable Homes as a benchmark by which to judge the sustainability of domestic dwellings.
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· The TCPA strongly endorses the section on tackling climate change, however, regional climate change reduction targets and CO2 reduction targets should be outlined in this policy.
· Adaptation and mitigation to climate change is fundamental in planning sustainable communities for the future. Many issues exist here and the TCPA/University of Manchester ASSCUE project (Adaptation Strategies for Climates in Urban Environments) is showing interesting results from a  three year study looking at the impacts of climate change on urban environments.

· Monitoring of all elements of the policy must be undertaken with measurable outcomes after a certain period which can be judged and reviewed over time. Unless real progress is achieved in the sustainability standard of new buildings, and the overall quality of new development then setting climate change targets and discussing good design principles will be wasted.
· The region has a long coastline and development of an industrial or residential scale must take account of fluvial flows and patterns within watersheds so that further imbalances are not created.
(iii) Is the sequential approach in DP1 appropriate?

· The sequential approach outlined is appropriate but must not be used as a blanket policy for all areas.
· While the conurbations of the North West may be surrounded by open countryside, the cities themselves carry an industrial past that militated against urban green spaces. The sequential approach suggested in DP1 may, in the medium term, result in town cramming, and a consequent decline in attractiveness of urban living. This could be expected to increase development pressure on non-urban areas, although the policy’s stated intent is quite the opposite.
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· It might be inferred from the sequential approach as set out in DP1 that the traditional house with garden that is the dwelling of choice for many in in the UK is not a favoured form of development. The TCPA is concerned that a lack of ‘family housing’ might arise as a consequence. Such an outcome would tend to undermine any attempts at graduate retention in the region, as those seeking to start families seek more suburban living environments.

· Exceptions exist where this sequential approach is not always the most logical or sustainable. For example, much green field/greenbelt land is not of high agricultural quality or value and strategic and informed releases of this may be appropriate.
· Similarly, much brownfield land, has, over time become part of a network of areas that are rich in biodiversity terms and support wildlife habitats. 

· Similarly, much brownfield land, has, over time become part of a network of areas that are rich in biodiversity terms and support wildlife habitats. 

· The important point to note is that housing must be aligned with jobs in order to achieve a sustainable and viable communities. 
· Urban extensions which are well planned, incorporate green infrastructure, are well served by public transport and constructed to a high environmental and design standard are often the more sustainable long term choice. The TCPA in association with DCLG Growth Areas Team is currently undertaking a project looking at best practice in urban extensions and new settlements and the case studies selected show that the above can be achieved successfully.
· The TCPA advocates a balanced portfolio approach to housing development, but is strongly of the belief that brownfield is not always best, and that the sequential approach is not always the most sustainable way of meeting housing need. 
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