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Matter 1A

Matter 1. Vision, Objectives and Overall Approach

Matter 1A: Vision and Objectives.

(i) Are the overall vision and objectives in the draft RSS appropriate, and do they adequately cover the characteristics and issues of the whole region?

Vision

· The characteristics, both economically, environmentally and socially are wide ranging across the region. The relatively affluent south, with an economy in North East Cheshire and South Manchester, similar to areas of the south and east of the country, contrasts with some of the most deprived wards in inner city Manchester and Liverpool. 
· The landscapes across the region vary enormously from The Lake District National Park to the industrial Mersey belt. Tensions exist here and need to be reconciled between urban and rural areas. The peri urban areas, and changing work patterns will alter what is termed rural, with almost any area becoming open to economically active home working.

· Distinctive nature of the region needs to be monitored so that the attributes that make it distinctive can be captured and enhanced.
· Social exclusion and worklessness must be linked to housing market initiatives and this should be reflected in the Vision. Housing Market Renewal policies are having a great and long lasting impact on many communities and need to be reflected alongside deprivation and worklessness as key issues that this RSS should address. 
· Rural poverty also needs to be addressed and issues such as transportation to peripheral pockets of deprivation such as Whitehaven and Workington must be crucial in order for sub regions to perform economically.
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· Climate change adaptation must be forefront in this vision as without recognition of the effects and greater intensity of weather events many of the policies and objectives will be unable to be implemented and delivered. 

· Concern must be expressed at the geographical nature of the Central Lancashire City Region, whilst as a concept this may be useful, the development of this city region as an economic hub must be developed in tandem with housing opportunities and diverse economic and job related activities.

Objectives

· Greater emphasis needs to be placed on the impacts of climate change upon the region. An overarching objective to reduce or mitigate the impacts of climate change would be welcome in order to embed this into the plan, and ensure that climate change adaptation is reflected in all policies.
· Integrated transport will be very difficult to achieve across the whole region, as objective 6 states. Integrated transportation in more remote rural areas of the Lake District and rural Cheshire must be innovative and ensure that key services link settlements that are cross border and cross boundary.
· An overarching objective for the region to look beyond its boundaries in terms of housing and job markets and transportations flows and patterns is needed. Strong links across the south of the region to the East Midlands and North Wales need to be explicitly acknowledged.
· The second objective should also look at achieving a sustainable economy and provide a job base that can ride various variables in economic terms over the life time of this plan.

· The fourth objective should also include housing as a key objective in which inequalities should be reduced.
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(ii) Does the draft RSS provide an appropriate, realisable and sustainable strategy for the region having regard to national objectives/policy, key strategic issues and factors influencing change?

· The Northern Way and the core cities initiative, both welcomed by the TCPA, are given due recognition in the RSS. However, the TCPA is concerned the the different ways in which the Northern Way, the core cities and city regions will or might link together functionally has not been adequately thought through. The TCPA recognises that this is no easy task, and that the very act of enshrining such an approach in policy can assist such initiatives in becoming ‘self-fulfilling prophecies’. Nonetheless the TCPA would like to see a greater emphasis on the infrastructure that lies at the heart of implementing these national-level policies in the North of England. 

· It is the TCPA’s view that an integrated approach to pan-regional spatial planning, such as that proposed in the RSS, is actually hindered by the lack of a national spatial strategy.

· The TCPA welcomes the acceptance – implicit throughout RSS – that conceptualising the North West as a functionally networked region is essential to any plans for its future. Again, such an approach would be greatly assisted were it pursued within the framework of a national spatial strategy.

· The TCPA is concerned that current demographic changes  (an ageing population) do not sit comfortably with the RSS’s aspirations for economic growth over the next fifteen years. Much more attention needs to be given in RSS to how spatial initiatives, such as housing provision, will be leveraged to offset these demographic changes, and thus make meeting the economic aspirations a more realistic prospect.
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