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North West RSS Examination in Public

Written Statement on behalf of CPRE North West

Matter 4B: Sustainable Communities
(i) Will the draft RSS help to secure mixed, cohesive, sustainable communities?

Draft RSS may help to secure mixed, cohesive, sustainable communities. The Regional Spatial Framework and Development Principles make a positive contribution towards this. Draft RSS’s contribution to this aim could be improved by:-
· Ensuring that all draft RSS policies are consistent with the Regional Spatial Framework and Development Principles

· Expanding upon and explaining “environmental excellence” and “good environmental management” in RDF1, and ensuring that these principles apply to all development, not just that in the main development locations

· Placing greater emphasis on mixed use developments combining housing, retail, employment land, green infrastructure and other services 
· Placing greater emphasis on co-locating housing, employment land and other services, where these are not part of the same development
· Placing greater emphasis on a high quality public realm. Policy EM3 is helpful in this regard

· Requiring new housing developments above a certain threshold to include a range of type, size, tenure and value of homes

· Requiring developments above a certain threshold to include a proportion of affordable housing

· Placing a greater emphasis on renewal, regeneration and renaissance in both urban and rural areas where it is needed, and continuing to restrain development in hotspots, in order to reduce intra-regional inequalities and improve and maintain local environmental quality respectively

· Placing an emphasis on creating places, and developments that create, maintain or enhance a sense of place. People live in places, not in collections of dwellings, services and facilities. This crucial element is noticeably lacking from draft RSS, although it is hinted at in DP1 and RDF1. Reference to local character and people’s experience of living in these developments and communities would help
· Reducing the overall housing provision to no more than current levels of completions

· Placing greater emphasis throughout on the rural dimension and the needs of rural communities
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