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NW RSS EIP - Matter 4B: Sustainable Communities

Context

· Sustainable Communities – the 5 year Plan

· NW Investment for Health Plan

· NW Annual Statement of Learning and Skills Priorities

· PPS11

(i) Will the draft RSS help to secure mixed, cohesive, sustainable communities?
GONW views

Whilst the Plan does go some way towards this through its emphasis on economic growth, addressing inequalities, and protecting / enhancing the environment, we believe it would benefit from a stronger focus on sustainable communities and related issues. We, therefore, propose in our Briefing Paper No 2 that promoting sustainable communities (SP1b), encouraging accessibility (SP1d), marrying opportunity and need (SP1e) and promoting environmental quality, health and safety (SP1g) be included as spatial principles to inform the RSS and other plans and strategies. These overarching principles will inform all aspects of the RSS and Regional Transport Strategy (RTS), not just the “Living” chapter. We also think that tackling worklessness and its spatial dimensions deserves more prominence, and therefore propose stronger references in the vision statement.
(ii) Are health and education issues adequately addressed in the draft RSS?

GONW views

The Plan could go further in exploring the spatial dimensions of these issues, and should cross-refer to the NW Investment for Health Plan. We believe that the provision of services (L1) is just one aspect of health and education, and the Plan should also recognise the role of health and education as cross-cutters.  It is also important to consider demographic trends, notably, an increasing but ageing population.
The Plan objectives rightly address inequalities in health and education, but it is not always clear what and where these are. DP1 picks up the importance of health impact assessments. The Plan would, however, benefit from more explicit recognition of the way other RSS policies impact on health and educational attainment. For example, health is greatly influenced by housing quality, access to employment and open space, physical exercise (walking and cycling), public transport provision and air quality. 

A clearer statement of spatial priorities, notably for regeneration, in the overarching spatial framework would help to join-up initiatives and target resources to address inequalities. We believe that stronger links could be made in the Implementation Plan
 to LAAs and the spending plans of health and education stakeholders.

We propose deleting L1, instead including a strong overarching statement about delivering sustainable communities, picking up concerns about healthy living as well as service provision.  We have included in this a reference to the provision of health and education services
RES and economic scenarios suggest that increasing the skills of people in the NW will be important in achieving economic growth without unsustainable inward migration. We think the Plan could more clearly address this issue and its spatial dimensions.
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