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Matter 4A


Matter 4A: Overall Housing Strategy

(i) Is the methodology and evidence base underpinning the scale and distribution of housing in policy L4 sound?  Does the amount and distribution of housing reflect and reinforce proposals for the spatial distribution of economic growth and regeneration priorities (including HMRAs)?  Does the distribution of housing reflect the draft RSS’s regional and sub-regional spatial framework? 

The Borough Council supports the figures for Ellesmere Port & Neston within Table 9.1 and supports Policy L4. It considers that the figure of 400 per annum in Ellesmere Port & Neston is based upon a sound and up to date evidence base with particular emphasis on housing completions, the 2006 Urban Potential Study, the need for affordable housing and the clear and demonstrable benefits that such a level of housebuilding in central Ellesmere Port would have on assisting the regeneration of the town.

(ii) Does the draft RSS need to be more flexible in terms of the housing provision to ensure it can respond to changes over the Plan period?

The Borough Council considers that the draft RSS does not need to be more flexible in terms of housing provision and that these issues can be managed by local planning authorities within their LDFs and their Annual Monitoring Reports.

(iii) 
Is the use of maximum targets (net of clearance replacement) for housing completions appropriate in all areas, or is there a need for flexibility to enable planning permissions or completions to be used as a basis to measure the annualised housing requirement against targets?
 

Maximum targets are considered to be an appropriate approach. 

(iv) 
Should the draft RSS include indicative phasing of the housing figures set out in Table 9.1?

The Borough Council considers that there is no need for such indicative phasing and that it will be well placed to deal with these matters through its LDF and particular the Housing DPD in association with its Annual Monitoring Reports. 

(v) 
Do housing policies reflect national guidance?  Will they help to provide affordable housing and achieve balanced housing markets?

The Borough Council considers that the housing policies generally reflect national guidance although some of them are based upon Draft PPS3 and which may change when published in its final form in 2007.

The Borough Council supports Policy L5 and considers that is provides a sound policy framework for the preparation of the LDF and particularly the Housing DPD for Ellesmere Port & Neston. 

Read together the Borough Council considers that the housing policies are likely to provide a sound basis for achieving balanced housing markets, but will need to be supported by effective sub regional strategy and LDF policies.
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