Lake District National Park Authority                                    
Respondent Number 573

Matter 4A: Overall Housing Strategy

	Question:

	(i)
	Is the methodology and evidence base underpinning the scale and distribution of housing in Policy L4 sound? Does the amount and distribution of housing reflect and reinforce proposals for the spatial distribution of economic growth and regeneration priorities (including HMRAs)? Does the distribution of housing reflect the draft RSS’s regional and sub-regional framework?




The target of 117 houses within Table 9.1 is below past trends within the Lake District National Park. Over the last ten years the average annual figure is 131 houses per year.  This has risen to 135 houses per year over the last five years.  Whilst policy H20 within the Joint Structure Plan has introduced further restrictions on housing supply, housing need within the National Park is increasing.  Anticipated rates to 2021 should not be reduced.

Recent evidence shows significant housing need throughout Cumbria – as illustrated in the Cumbria Sub-Regional Housing Strategy –Housing Needs Survey 2006.  In addition at the present time a detailed housing needs survey throughout the National Park is being commissioned and is expected to be completed by the end of January 2007.  This will form the evidence base for the Local Development Framework.  Such a detailed, parish by parish survey, is necessary to establish the very varied housing needs found within the National Park. 

This Authority considers it preferable not to set a maximum target for the Lake District National Park at this stage but allow the Local Development Framework to establish that target, reflecting the different geographic characteristics of the National Park.

If a figure for affordable and local housing need is needed within Table 9.1 then we ask for a different approach to be taken for the Lake District National Park. This different approach would acknowledge that:
1) such a figure relates only to affordable and local needs housing (this is the only case within table 9.1) being acceptable within the National Park, reflecting the aspirations stated in 9.19 (i); and

2) the difficulties faced within the National Park of the need to sustain the spectacular landscape where land supply is finite, whilst also sustaining vibrant communities and developing a prosperous economy.

	Question:

	(ii)
	Does the draft RSS need to be more flexible in terms of the housing provision to ensure it can respond to changes over the Plan period?


The figure within Table 9.1 for the Lake District National Park relates only to affordable and local need housing. It is important that the RSS is subject to regular review to  ensure the adequacy of this figure.  And it should be indicated that this target figure be reviewed and updated regularly through the Local Development Framework, ensuring it is kept up to date and relevant.

	Question:

	(iii)
	Is the use of maximum targets (net of clearance replacement) for housing completions appropriate in all areas, or is there a need for flexibility to enable planning permissions or completions to be used as a basis to measure the annualised housing requirement against targets?


No comments on this matter.

	Question:

	(iv)
	Should the draft RSS include indicative phasing of the housing figures set out in Table 9.1?


No comments on this matter.

	Question:

	(v)
	Do the housing policies reflect emerging national guidance?  Will they help to provide affordable housing and achieve balanced housing markets?


No comments on this matter.
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