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Questions (i), (ii) and (iii)

An essential requirement for sustainable communities is the availability of retailing and other services within each community.  This helps to reduce unnecessary travel, particularly that associated with convenience retailing, but the RSS only considers the floorspace required for comparison goods retailing.  This omission means that there is no regional policy on the need to retain or provide local shops, particularly in rural areas.

In contrast, the additional amount of floorspace which Table 8.4 indicates may be required for comparison retailing is completely unjustified.  To suggest that an increase of 1.4% in the population of the region over 15 years which may have an increased spend of 83% could possibly require an increase of 141% in floorspace lacks credibility.

Table 8.4 should therefore be deleted, since it does not provide a useful basis for the preparation of sub-regional plans or local development frameworks.

