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MATTER 3A


MATTER 1. WORKING IN THE NORTH WEST

Matter 3A: Economic Development

(i)
Is there a sound evidence base for the employment land provisions set out in Tables 8.2 and 8.3?

Wirral Borough Council does not wish to submit any additional response in relation to this issue.

(ii)
Should the draft RSS set out employment land provision at a district level as well as the sub-regional level?

Wirral Borough Council does not wish to submit any additional response in relation to this issue.

(iii)
On what basis have the broad locations for regionally significant economic development in Table 8.1 been selected and are the locations sustainable?  Do they reflect the regional spatial framework and sub-regional policy framework in the draft RSS?  How do they reflect and reinforce the spatial distribution of economic growth, regeneration priorities, and the broad housing locations, and what are the transport implications?

Wirral Borough Council supports the inclusion of the Wirral Waterfront Strategic Investment Area in Table 8.1.  This is the core of Wirral’s Regeneration Priority Area and reflects RSS Liverpool City Region focus, RES and Wirral’s housing strategy, including the Housing Market Renewal Area Pathfinder.  The inclusion of Birkenhead Waterfront and Eastham Docks is also supported as inter-modal freight terminals.

However, Wirral Borough Council also recognises the regeneration benefits of considering the future of the Port of Liverpool within Wirral.  This area of 160 hectares is entirely included within the Wirral Waterfront Strategic Investment Area but should not be considered only as an inter-modal freight terminal.  The Port offers opportunities for:

(a) continuing port operations

Wirral Borough Council supports the continued operation of the Port of Liverpool, which will focus on key sectors, in accordance with the national Port Strategy, the Northern Way Port Strategy and the North West Port Study.

(b) expanded port operations

Wirral Borough Council supports the sustainable expansion of port facilities, in accordance with the North West Port Study and subject to the resolution of surface access issues (including rail access) and environmental constraints on berthing and the impact of port operations on local communities.  This issue was addressed in Wirral Borough Council’s submission on Policy RT4 and is re-iterated.
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(c) restructuring, involving taking land out of port use

Wirral Borough Council recognises the potential for the regional economy of port restructuring, where this does not harm the operational efficiency of the port.  Such restructuring will include consideration of alternative uses for land currently in port-related use.  The restructuring of the Port of Liverpool within Wirral offers unrivalled opportunities for economic growth and sustainable development which should be fully realised.

Wirral Borough Council has recently responded to the national Ports Policy consultation, supporting the concept of Port Masterplans, which in Merseyside would gain particular synergy from the integration of the Port with Liverpool John Lennon Airport.

Port Strategy is also linked to Transport policy, City Region development and in the potential for restructuring, to housing policy within RSS.

(iv)
Are the land designations in W2 focused enough in terms of use, or will they allow for significant B1 office development, which could undermine more sustainable town/city centre locations?

Wirral Borough Council does not wish to submit any additional response in relation to this issue.

(v)
Is there sufficient clarity regarding the types and scale of development which will be permitted on reserve sites?  Do current trends in inward investment support the retention of reserve sites for “large scale manufacturing”?

Wirral Borough Council does not wish to submit any additional response in relation to this issue.
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