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Matter 3A: Economic Development

(i) Is there a sound evidence base for the employment land provisions set out in Tables 8.2 and 8.3? 

TWNW can see no obvious selection criteria in relation to Broad Locations for Regionally significant economic development 
 - indeed some of the sites may prove unsustainable from a transport perspective – nor is it evident from the RTS how large employee &/or freight movements might be served.

However TWNW  recognises that forecasting future employment patterns is extremely difficult, and suggests that the growth of homeworking and hospitality services, both of which have little land take implications, might become a significant factor especially in rural areas.
(ii) Should the draft RSS set out employment land provision at a district level as well as the sub-regional level?

TWNW agrees with this proposal, there are clearly, for example, big differences between rural and urban areas in the their need to provide land for 

employment 
.
(iii) On what basis have the broad locations for regionally significant economic development in Table 8.1 been selected and are the locations sustainable? Do they reflect the regional spatial framework and sub-regional policy framework in the draft RSS.  How do they reflect and reinforce the spatial distribution of economic growth, regeneration priorities, and the broad housing locations, and what are the transport implications?  (Note – for the avoidance of doubt the Parkside Colliery proposal falls within this policy)

Paragraph 1 under Matter 3 (A0 (I) also applies here.

TWNW supports the caveat 
 that  freight interchanges should be genuinely intermodal and not just “freight villages”.
(iv) Are the land designations in W2 focused enough in terms of use, or will they allow for significant B1 office development, which could undermine more sustainable town/city centre locations?

TWNW agrees that office provision should be focussed on regional and district centres and not on new “Business Parks” 
 many of which do not have adequate public transport links.  
(v) Is there sufficient clarity regarding the types and scale of development, which will be permitted on reserve sites? Do current trends in inward investment support the retention of reserve sites for “large scale manufacturing”?

TWNW believe that reserve sites have the potential to create planning blight, but that on the other hand, some lines of existing severance which might be needed for future transport schemes (such as rail re-openings) should be protected.

�  Policy W2


�  see, for example, Issue 2 D (i) 


�  Policy W2


�  Land Designation B1
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