Blackburn with Darwen Borough Council (361)

Matter 3A


REGIONAL SPATIAL STRATEGY – EXAMINATION IN PUBLIC
BLACKBURN WITH DARWEN BOROUGH COUNCIL STATEMENT
MATTER 3: WORKING IN THE NORTH WEST

3A: Economic Development

3A (i)
Is there a sound evidence base for the employment land provisions set out in 
Tables 8.2 and 8.3?

3.1. Blackburn with Darwen Borough Council does not have a view on this issue.

3A (ii)
Should the draft RSS set out employment land provision at a district level as 
well as the sub-regional level?

3.2. RSS should set out employment land provision at a District level.  Without this the RSS will fail to provide an adequate framework for LDFs.

3.3. In the absence of District figures in RSS, its accompanying Implementation Plan (para A3.1) suggests that local authorities should work together in sub-regional groups to identify sites for employment development, for both sub-regionally-important sites and local sites.  However the structures are not in place to work in this way, and the approach proposed in RSS is unworkable.

3A (iii)
On what basis have the broad locations for regionally significant economic


development in Table 8.1 been selected and are the locations sustainable? Do 
they reflect the regional spatial framework and sub-regional policy framework 
in the draft RSS. How do they reflect and reinforce the spatial distribution of 
economic growth,regeneration priorities, and the broad housing locations, and 
what are the transport implications? (Note – for the avoidance of doubt the 
Parkside Colliery proposal falls within this policy)

3.4. Blackburn with Darwen Borough Council does not have a view on the overall distribution of broad locations for regionally significant economic development.

3.5. The “East of Blackburn / Hyndburn” location relates to the RES Action Plan reference to Whitebirk as a regional employment location – though it should be noted that the reference is not necessarily restricted to the site currently allocated for employment use in the Hyndburn Borough Local Plan.  It is an important element in the strategy for the Central Lancashire City Region, and a key factor through which the City Region will contribute to wealth generation in the region as a whole.  It is therefore important in delivering the overall objectives and spatial strategy of RSS.  It is well located in relation to Blackburn, and therefore supports the following elements of regional and sub-regional strategy in RSS:

· Focusing development towards one of the four Regional Towns and Cities in Central Lancashire;

· Co-ordinating with patterns of housing allocation: Blackburn with Darwen has the highest housing allocation in East Lancashire in draft RSS by some margin;

· Locating major development near to significant public transport nodes to maximise accessibility: Blackburn is at the junction of the Colne-Blackpool and Clitheroe-Manchester railway lines, and falls within the East Lancashire Rapid Transit major transport scheme which is an RFA regional priority scheme; and

· Supporting social and economic inclusion: this location is close to areas of significant deprivation and over time would be expected to provide higher quality jobs to people living in a traditionally low-wage area.

3A (iv)
Are the land designations in W2 focused enough in terms of use, or will they 
allow for significant B1 office development, which could undermine more 
sustainable town/city centre locations?

3.6. W2 provides enough detail in the context of this policy.  Blackburn with Darwen Borough Council has made representations on the Submission Draft RSS suggesting that Policy W3 provide more detail on acceptable locations for office development, to provide similar guidance to Joint Lancashire Structure Plan Policy 17.  This would be a more appropriate approach since this is a general issue, not one that simply applies to regional employment sites.

3A (v)
Is there sufficient clarity regarding the types and scale of development, which 
will be permitted on reserve sites? Do current trends in inward investment 
support the retention of reserve sites for “large scale manufacturing”?

3.7. Blackburn with Darwen Borough Council does not have a view on this issue.
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