Lancashire Economic Partnership (479)

Matter 2D

REGIONAL SPATIAL STRATEGY – EXAMINATION IN PUBLIC

LANCASHIRE ECONOMIC PARTNERSHIP STATEMENT

Matter 2D: Rural Issues

(i) Are rural issues, including the development needs of small towns, adequately addressed in the draft RSS?

2.4.1.1 The RSS suggests that agriculture and tourism are key to the rural economy.  At paragraph 2.10 they are described as mainstays of the rural economy.  However, in Lancashire, only 0.07 per cent of Gross Value Added is obtained from agriculture, for example (The State of Rural Lancashire).

2.4.1.2 In order to achieve rural communities which are “safe, sustainable, attractive and distinctive places to live, work and visit” (paragraph 4.2) the needs of all rural areas must be considered, not just those which are ‘sparse’.  Rural areas offer a great deal of opportunity as identified in the Central Lancashire City Region Development Programme.

2.4.1.3 To this end, The Lancashire Economic Partnership supports the development of sustainable rural communities in Key Service Centres, local service centres and beyond.  The development of a range of local employment opportunities and appropriate housing, for example, will support the growth of existing businesses and the creation of new enterprises (W1), promote the provision of services and facilities and reduce the negative impact on the environment of vehicular journeys.
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