DRAFT REGIONAL SPATIAL STRATEGY

FOR THE NORTH WEST

EXAMINATION IN PUBLIC

STATEMENT OF ALLERDALE BOROUGH COUNCIL

(RESPONDANT NO: 392)

MATTERS 2D(i) :
“ARE RURAL ISSUES, INCLUDING THE DEVELOPMENT NEEDS OF SMALL TOWNS, ADEQUATELY ADRESSED IN THE DRAFT RSS?”
1.
Allerdale Borough Council endorses the submission of Cumbria County Council (Ref. No. 715) on this matter.
2.
The Panel’s question refers to “the needs of small towns”; rural areas are more than just small towns, they accommodate a panoply of villages of varying size and function.  Some small towns in Cumbria act as Key Service Centres (See matter 2C(i)), e.g. Alston, Aspatria, etc, and they serve their own hinterlands.  Many villages accommodate facilities which will justify their designation as Local Service Centres.  To illustrate the point, the current adopted Allerdale Local Plan has 6 town inset maps and 57 village inset maps.

3.
Policy RDF3 refers specifically to Rural Areas and as such it should make appropriate reference to Local Service Centres as well as KSC’s.  It should give general guidance about the scale of development appropriate for KSC’s and LSC’s but should give Local Planning Authorities considerable discretion in the choice of LSC’s, by leaving LPA’s to specify the criteria for such designations in the light of local circumstances.
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