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DRAFT REGIONAL SPATIAL STRATEGY FOR THE NORTH WEST

EXAMINATION IN PUBLIC

FURTHER SUBMISSION:

MATTER 2D: RURAL ISSUES

CARLISLE CITY COUNCIL 

RESPONDANT NUMBER (394)

Questions:

(i) Are rural issues, including the development needs of small towns, adequately addressed in the draft RSS?

Answers:

The issue of rurality and small towns is partially responded to on Matter 2C in relation to the form, function and role of places such as Brampton and Longtown as Key Service Centres.

Carlisle City Council is concerned that this question relates to small towns and no mention of larger villages.  There is a tier of larger villages which have service provision albeit on a small scale.  These are vital to sustaining rural life and support for rural service provision such as schools and small shops is vital.  RSS does not adequately deal with this issue and neglects to recognise the support required for smaller centres below Key Service Centres. 

It may be argued that RSS should not try and be all things to all parts of the north west but with the removal of Structure Plans in the new Development Plan system it is vitally important that RSS fulfils its strategic steer for rural areas.

It is a role of Local Development Frameworks to determine the level and spread of small towns and villages where development may be appropriate. Therefore there is no role for RSS in identifying them, nor should it seek to provide criteria for their inclusion (this is already an issue at Key Service Centre level).  It should however recognise a role for local service centres as a focus for small amounts of development to tackle local housing need, affordability issues and local employment to replace that lost from agriculture and support service provision.  It does recognise that agriculture will have a continued role in the rural economy but diversification is essential and some guidance on sustainable locations beyond Key Service Centres should be included in RSS.
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