TravelWatch

NORTHWEST promoting quality public transport..........

                                                          PO Box 4163  

 Manchester 

                                                                                                             



 M60 3ZQ    

 Tel: 0161 817 7416
Email: admin@travelwatch-northwest.org.uk    

 
Website:  www.travelwatch-northwest.org.uk
NORTH WEST REGIONAL SPATIAL STRATEGY

SUBMISSION BY TravelWatch NW (TWNW) SEPTEMBER 2006

Matter 2D: Rural Issues

(i)
Are rural issues, including the development needs of small towns, adequately addressed in the draft RSS?
TWNW agrees that the disproportionate growth of rural traffic should be addressed to protect the countryside’s environment 
, and that support should be given to designating “quiet roads” where appropriate 
.

TWNW supports the statement that transport will have a key role to play in access to services 
, and suggests this be expanded to explain that accessibility in rural areas is nearly always predicated on there being a reliable public transport network.

NWRA’s Partial review of the RTS commented on  protecting the character of rural areas within Spatial Development Frameworks by promoting improvements in public transport, including demand responsive transport, rural rail services and integration. This is in line with TWNW’s  thinking but no longer appears in RDF3. Nor is there any longer a discreet Rural Transport policy as in policy RU5 of the Partial Review (which TWNW broadly supported)

Whilst the retention of public transport services meeting the needs of local inhabitants is clearly important, mention should also be made of the needs of visitors, and that meeting their needs might also help to meet rural communities’ accessibility criteria.

TWNW suggest that the RSS Policy 
 on the Development of Tourism should be expanded to add that visitor management 
 should link parking controls with the provision of good access by public transport to attractions, which can in turn also help serve the indigenous rural population 
 

There appears to be no clear strategy in the policies related to “Living in the 

NW” 
 to either 

Ÿ link these land use (spatial) plans with the RTS or to 

Ÿ remind local transport authorities of their duty to integrate their transport coordination functions with those of the LEAs, Social Services or NHS 
.  
�  RT2 – Highways,  para 10.10


�  Suggest link this policy in RDF3 with RT7 – Walking and cycling.


�  An icon is needed to link RDF3 – Rural Areas, with the RTS.


�  Policies W 6-7. An Icon is needed to link these policies to the RTS 


�  para 8.27


�  see RDF3 above


�  Policies L 1-5 


� Transport Act 1985 s 88
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