Lake District National Park Authority 

Respondent Number 573

Matter 2D: Rural Issues

	Question:

	(i)
	Are rural issues, including the development needs of small towns, adequately addressed in the draft RSS?


Comments made in responses to Matters 1A, 1C, and 2A are also considered pertinent to this question and the Panel are directed to those responses in addition to the following.

The flexible and innovative approaches to development needs in the sparse rural areas, in Policy RDF3, to enable these areas to meet particular development needs are strongly supported.  The four criteria guiding the development of plans and strategies for rural areas are also supported.  This provides relevant strategic criteria on which to develop local policy in LDDs and will be sufficient if Local Plan policies and Structure Plan policies can continue to be saved until the relevant policies are in place in the Core Strategy LDD.

The second paragraph of this policy requires development to be concentrated within key service centres in rural areas, a requirement which is not stipulated in policy RDF2 for other key service centres.  There is a lack of clarity about what RSS intends Key Service Centres to do.  It is stated that development in Key Service Centres is to fulfil the needs of local communities.  Within the Lake District National Park the geographic circumstances and nature of the area requires the development of a sustainable development strategy pertinent to local needs, as expressed in the vision for the Lake District National Park (see response to Matter 1A(i)) and in paragraph 15.3 of RSS.  This will require development to be accommodated in other areas of the National Park rather than just the three settlements named in RSS in order to sustain its rural communities and ensure they remain viable through providing for their economic and social well being.  The Local Plan for the Lake District National Park currently uses a two-tier hierarchy, identifying 20 larger settlements and numerous smaller villages on which to base policy and this approach is more appropriate to the scale and needs for development within the National Park.  The response to Matter 2C describes the difficulties that the current expression of RSS policy brings in relation to Key Service Centres and concentration of development.  With two of the three Key Service Centres situated in the east of the county, within 5 miles of each other, and one in the north of the National Park, there are settlements in large sparse rural areas which are not in close proximity to any key service centre currently identified.  Gosforth, for example, in the west of the national park, is over 40 miles from either Keswick or Windermere.  The majority of the National Park is identified as being within the ‘sparse rural’ definition and these areas surround our 3 main settlements.  It is not clear how policy for these two types of areas are intended to be applied in this context.

RSS is currently lacking any policy direction on the protection of designated areas which are highly relevant in the context of rural areas and rural issues.  This is considered in more detail in the response to Matter 1C(iv).
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