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Matter 2D: Rural Issues
(i) Are rural issues, including the development needs of small towns, adequately addressed in the draft RSS?

1
The approach of concentrating development in rural areas within Key Service Centres is supported although it is assumed that the policy does enable some development to be provided for outside key service centres.  This would be consistent with the Cheshire Structure Plan which seeks to locate most development within towns and key service centres but enables development of an appropriate scale and nature within villages.  The intention of the Structure Plan is to support local services and facilities in rural areas especially where access to a key service centre is restricted.  
2
Whilst the text to policy RDF3 (paragraph 7.4) makes reference to development in local service centres the role of these centres is not defined in policy RDF3.  Within Part 4 of RSS (Sub-Regional Policy Frameworks) reference is made to ‘local centres’, ‘settlements’ and ‘local service centres’ (policies LCR3, CLCR3 & CNL1), and of development in these settlements being ‘appropriate’, ‘moderate’ or ‘small’ in scale. It would be helpful if the identification and role of smaller centres (urban and rural) was addressed in the Regional Spatial Framework and terminology consistently applied throughout RSS.
3
The supporting text to RDF3 refers to ‘lagging’ rural areas.  In particular paragraph 7.8 refers to the need to treat proposals to diversify and expand rural businesses in ‘lagging’ areas positively.  The text implies that in rural areas not classified as ‘lagging’ proposals to enhance the rural economy through diversification and expansion of rural businesses would not be supported.  Whilst acknowledging that ‘lagging’ areas may require extra assistance this should not prevent acceptable development in other rural areas.  The County Council has also expressed concern over whether policy MCR3 unduly restricts economic development (including development in rural areas) in the southern part of the Manchester City Region including (see statement on Matter 7a).

1

