

Respondent No: 424



Wirral MBC



MATTER 2C


MATTER 2. SPATIAL STRATEGY

Matter 2C: Locations for Development

(i)
Is the evidence base for Table 7.1 sound?  Should the proposed settlement hierarchy be reassessed, and should a consistent approach be adopted toward the identification of Key Service Centres?

Wirral Borough Council re-iterates its view that the policy appears not to apply to urban areas.  This cannot be supported.  Smaller centres within the Merseyside conurbation must be included.  In Wirral this would include Liscard centre, which performs a valuable role in its local community.  The policy should be consistent with PPS6 Annex A.

(ii)
When, and in what circumstances will there need to be a review of the Green Belt?

Wirral Borough Council re-iterates its position that a review of the Merseyside Green Belt should not be considered before 2011.  This review should be qualified by the need for review to be for the purposes of accessible housing and employment purposes only.

However, Wirral Borough Council understands the need for due consideration to be given to the opportunities for exceptional development within the Green Belt.

It is still suggested that wording of the final paragraph could be clearer (suggested wording):

‘The need for any local adjustments to the extent of Green Belt should be wholly exceptional and only be examined through the Local Development Framework process.’
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