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MATTER 2:
SPATIAL STRATEGY

Matter 2A: Overall Spatial Strategy

(v)
Is the Key Diagram fit for purpose and do the Sub-regional Diagrams add value?


The Borough Council has previously commented that the names of towns and cities should be added to key diagrams

Matter 2C: Locations for Development

(i)
Is the evidence base for Table 7.1 sound? Should the proposed settlement hierarchy be reassessed, and should a consistent approach be adopted toward the identification of Key Service Centres?

Table 7.1 sets out the settlement hierarchy for the region in terms of Regional Centres, Regional Towns and Cities and Key Service Centres. The list of Regional Towns and Cities would appear to have been carried forward from adopted RPG, and the Council is supportive of the recognition given to Northwich as a Regional Town which is considered appropriate.  

Key Service Centres have been identified through Structure Plan Reviews in Lancashire, Cumbria and Cheshire and the Borough Council is supportive of the inclusion of both Winsford and Frodsham as identified Key Service Centres in table 7.1. The list of Key Service Centres in Cheshire was not subject to fundamental review at the Structure Plan EIP but changes were made to ensure consistency of approach at that time, resulting in the inclusion of Frodsham in the list of Key Service Centres. The Borough Council is therefore of the opinion that in respect of the Key Service Centres identified in Cheshire, the list is appropriate and robust.

The Borough Council considers that it is appropriate for KSC’s to be identified in RSS and that not to do so could result in a policy deficit for these centres.

Paragraph 7.2 indicates that the NWRA will carry out further research into the role played by KSC’s to enable general criteria for identifying KSC’s across the region to be established and incorporated into a future review of RSS. Work has recently been undertaken by Land Use Consultants in respect of this matter – the results and recommendations of which it is understood are to be put before the panel for consideration.

The Borough Council recognises the need for consistency across the region in the designation of KSC’s and the potential value of the recent work undertaken by Land Use Consultants, which goes some way to furthering our understanding of how certain centres work. The Borough Council has strong reservations however in respect of one of the recommendations arising from the study, namely the reclassification of Frodsham from Key Service Centre to Local Centre. The Council is of the opinion that the function and role of Frodsham in the region has been significantly underestimated and would therefore object to any proposal to delete Frodsham as a recognised Key Service Centre. The Council would draw the following information to the Panel’s attention:

· Frodsham is the third largest settlement in Vale Royal and is an attractive market town drawing large numbers of visitors to its market on a regular basis from both its rural hinterland and wider urban areas in the region. No consideration would appear to have been given to the role of markets in the study and as such it is considered that an important function of Frodsham, namely its status and function as a market town has been missed.
· The Market Town Initiative for Frodsham is being led by the “Frodsham Forward” partnership. Now in its 4th year it has produced tangible benefits for the town and has successfully attracted some £3 million of European and Regional Development Agency investment for regeneration works. This investment has been utilised to successfully safeguard and create jobs, to invest in the development of commercial floorspace and has been instrumental in the regeneration of Castle Park House which now accommodates small businesses, a learning centre and range of public services in direct response to community needs outlined in the Frodsham Forward Action Plan.

· Frodsham Forward has a key part to play in delivering the ambitions of the Cheshire & Warrington Economic Alliance (CWEA) Sub-regional Economic Strategy and its partners. The plan recognises the importance and value of Market Town Regeneration within Cheshire and Warrington.

· Frodsham has an important strategic position at the northern gateway to the Weaver Valley Regional Park and is likely to play a key role in providing a gateway for visitors to the County.

· There has been close work with Chemicals North West, Mersey Forest , The Environment Agency, Cheshire County Council, Vale Royal Borough Council and others to develop a Masterplan for the Mouth of the Weaver area, much of which sits within the Frodsham Forward area of focus. This masterplan will provide a framework for regeneration within the area and present opportunities to link projects and share resources for greatest benefit.

On a more general note Frodsham would appear to have little in common with the other centres with which it is grouped which would primarily appear to be more urban/suburban in nature and, in some instances comprising little more than a parade of shops serving an immediate catchment. It is considered that in terms of both its size and to some extent its function, Frodsham is more akin to centres such as Nantwich and Alsager both of which are considered to be of sub-regional significance. Furthermore, the study clearly recognises that Frodsham has close links with the Liverpool City Region but this relationship has not been fully considered in the study or in terms of the functioning of the town.

It is considered that the classification proposed for Frodsham significantly underestimates the true role and function of this market town and as such it could be highly misleading and unhelpful in both the formation of future policies for the town and in securing future investment.

The Borough Council consider that the list of settlements contained in the Draft RSS in Table 7.1 should remain. The work that is being undertaken by LUC to update this table is not yet available and the Council believe it will be put forward at the Examination itself. The Council consider that this late submission of such a vital piece of evidence should not lead the Panel to consider any changes to Table 7.1. The Council and other relevant stakeholders will not have had the chance to consider fully the contents of the report or the potential impacts of the recommendations. If the report suggests changes to Table 7.1 then these should be brought through a future revision to RSS so that the changes can be properly considered through full public consultation. Any changes at this stage would be inappropriate and could have a significant effect on the settlements listed in the table, especially in terms of attracting investment and securing future funding to assist in the regeneration of those areas.

(ii)
When, and in what circumstances will there be a need for a review of the Green Belt? 

Policy RDF5 relating to Green Belt change states that for Cheshire, there is no need for any strategic change before 2011. The Council have indicated, through the Revised RSS process, that it has the capacity to deliver the required development within Vale Royal without the need for Green Belt review up to 2016.

The Council consider therefore that the reference to 2011 should be removed from the Policy. The requirement for Green Belt change should be informed soley by a strategic green belt review undertaken by the North West Regional Assembly. The Policy should be amended to reflect this fact rather than referring to specific dates.






1

_1081752703

