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Questions:

(i) Is the evidence base for Table 7.1 sound? Should the proposed settlement hierarchy be reassessed, and should a consistent approach be adopted toward the identification of Key Service Centres?

(ii) When, and in what circumstances will there be a need for a review of the Green Belt?

Answers:

Since the drafting of RSS, the NWRA have commissioned Land Use Consultants to undertake research on key service centres and whilst the research has focussed on a number of issues it misses one of the most fundamental points, the extensive rural nature of Cumbria.  In attempting to regularise the definition of Key Service Centres it concentrates on travel to work and employment which although significant, in a rural dimension omits service level and facilities which are crucial to wider less populated rural hinterland areas.

In the case of Carlisle it is clear that the City of Carlisle will have a strong influence over the district, providing key administrative, economic and financial roles outweighing that of smaller centres.  It is a matter of scale.  Nevertheless, centres such as Brampton and Longtown are key to the provision of rural services and are considered as a focus of provision.  Taking into account sequential approach to service provision Carlisle should be the major centre within the district for locating investment.  Outside the City of Carlisle, Brampton and Longtown are significant in their form and function and clearly distinctive from other smaller local centres/villages around.

Longtown has been instrumental in undertaking work on a Market Towns Initiative programme resulting in new residential development, environmental enhancement and further work on economic investment in order to increase its prosperity and enhance its role.  Without the status of a Key Service Centre it could be argued that it should remain as it is with little encouragement for investment.  This would result in the continued decline of Carlisle’s most deprived rural ward contrary to Government initiatives/programmes and work of the Countryside Agency.

Brampton followed the Parish plan model recently to consider its future needs for growth and investment and acted as a focus not only for itself but as a model of joint parish planning with 7 neighbouring parish councils.  A clear example of how it operates as a Key Service Centre and driver for a larger rural area.

This is where comparisons across the north west on scale and size do not make sense.  It is clear on the role of these centres that they will be comparable to larger centres in terms of dealing with local needs for not only the centre itself but a larger rural area.   It is the distinctiveness of Cumbria and its degree of rurality (as indicated by the Countryside Agency Rural Strategy 2004 Annex A urban/rural classification of 2001 Census Output Areas map - indicating sparsity) that determines the role and function of Key Service Centres within Cumbria.  The distinctiveness of Cumbria is one of the major assets of the north west and spatial policy should recognise this in the way that it translates spatial policy to Key Service Centres such as Brampton and Longtown.
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