Copeland Borough Council



   RESPONDENT NO. 383

MATTER 2C: LOCATIONS FOR DEVELOPMENT

The Council supports the statement on this matter submitted by Cumbria County Council (715) with the addition of the following:
Question (i)
1.
The Council supports the approach adopted as part of the Cumbria and Lake District Joint Structure Plan as regards the identification of Key Service Centres and and the usefulness of this type of policy.  In Copeland there are 4 KSCs:  Whitehaven – the main town in the Borough and 3 smaller but still significant centres which must continue to provide foci for regeneration-led development to help rebuild the West Cumbria economy over the next 10-15 years.  There needs to be a consistent and robust approach to the identification of KSCs in Cumbria and it is suggested that this should be criteria-based along the lines adopted by the JSP authorities which was recently endorsed by its EiP Panel.  Other criteria may be appropriate for the more urbanised parts of the region – in this instance one size should not be expected to fit all.  The Council is extremely concerned about the KSCs Roles and Functions Study recently carried out by LUC on behalf of the Regional Assembly which threatens to undermine the roles of 3 out of the 4 KSCs in Copeland including 2 (Millom and Egremont) which are the subject of Market Towns Initiative Action Plans.  The Council’s case on these issues is set out in an Appendix to this Statement.
