DRAFT REGIONAL SPATIAL STRATEGY

FOR THE NORTH WEST

EXAMINATION IN PUBLIC

STATEMENT OF ALLERDALE BOROUGH COUNCIL

(RESPONDANT NO: 392)

MATTER 2C(i) :
IS THE EVIDENCE BASE FOR TABLE 7.1 SOUND?
SHOULD THE PROPOSED SETTLEMENT HIERARCHY BE 

RE-ASSESSED, AND SHOULD A CONSISTENT APPROACH BE ADOPTED TOWARD THE IDENTIFICATION OF KEY SERVICE CENTRES?

1.
Allerdale Borough Council  endorses the statement of Cumbria County Council on this issue.  We consider Table 7.1 to be sound in terms of Cumbria and Allerdale KSC’s, and we would not wish to see the list of Allerdale KSC’s in the RSS changed (Workington, Maryport, Cockermouth, Wigton, Silloth and Aspatria).
2.
These KSC’s are all the same as those identified in the recently adopted Cumbria and Lake District Joint Structure Plan (JSP).  We endorse the criteria and process the JSP adopted in the choice of KSC’s.

3.
The approach of the current report being prepared by Land Use Consultants gives us cause for concern.  The main criteria upon which the consultants make their recommendations for KSC designation, are travel patterns to work and for shopping purposes, with little weight given to other functions such as, education and leisure.  Much is also made of an appreciation of the sub-regional influence of designated KSC’s.   This has led to the recommendation that certain towns designated as KSC’s in the JSP should lose that status, including Aspatria in Allerdale.

4.
We consider that a consistent approach should be adopted to potential KSC’s in Cumbria and that a simpler criteria based process should be followed similar to that used for Cumbria KSC’s in the JSP, which essentially was a list of facilities.  The emphasis should be on sustainability not on sub-regional influence.  RSS and LDF’s should seek to promote a sustainable pattern of development where most people have good accessibility to a KSC.  In a sub-region like Cumbria with a dispersed settlement pattern the sub-regional influence of a settlement should not be a critical factor.  The method used in the LUC Study would mean that the potential for a settlement to enhance its role as a service centre would be ignored.  In Cumbria this would be a mistake, where it may be appropriate to enhance the role of a town in order to promote a more sustainable pattern of movement.  We would argue that this would be appropriate for Aspatria.
5.
Having said this, it is acknowledged that a criteria-based assessment may need to be adjusted when considering KSC’s in a large urban area or conurbation. 

RE/rs
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